
   

 

Key points 
 

Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 

 
THE LAST PHRASE OF THE CREED - “LIFE 
EVERLASTING” 
 

• 2 Corinthians 5:8 
• Where is home for you? 
 

“…home is where, when you go there, they have to 
take you in.” (Robert Frost) 
 

• Hebrews 13:14 
 

“We spend the first 40-years leaving home, and the 
next 40-years going home. We are born saying ‘Hello’, 
and the rest of life is one long goodbye” (Victor Hugo) 
 

• Heaven is where Jesus is 
• Luke 23:43 
• The phrase “life everlasting” tells us that 

our home isn’t in this world 
• John 17:3 

 

“God must take away the heaven we create, or it will 
become our hell.” (John Eldridge) 
 

• Ecclesiastes 1:1 
• Ecclesiastes 2:17 
• Even the greatest success can leave us 

empty inside 
 
 
THE LAST WORD OF THE CREED — “AMEN” 
 

• “So be it”; “I agree”; “Yes, this is true” 
• The word “Amen” teaches us 3 important 

things: 
1. Truth 
2. Truth demands a personal response 
3. Truth is ultimately wrapped up in Jesus    

• Revelation 3:14 
 
 
THE LAST THOUGHT 
 

• The Creed reminds us that Christianity has 
a doctrinal basis 

• Truth matters 
• Acts 2:42 
• Jude 1:3 
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We have already learned that there is a general resurrection of the dead 
that we will all participate in. Our bodies will be raised on that great day. For 
the sake of discussion, let us say that this will happen in 3000 A.D. We are 
going to die a long time before that. What happens to us in this intermediate 
state? 
 
The most important thing to realize about this intermediate state (the time 
between your death and the resurrection at the last day) is that it is 
in fact intermediate. Whatever it is, it is not final. You will be able to say, 
“This World is not my home. I’m just passing through.” 
 
There are a couple things we can say about it. The first is that you are with 
the Lord. To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord (read 2 
Corinthians 5:8). Paul says in another place that to depart from this life is to 
be with Christ (read Philippians 1:23). So, whatever happens in the 
intermediate state, it will be with Christ and therefore glorious. Are we 
disembodied temporarily? Are we given a temporary body? Is the intersection 
of time and eternity such that we simply find ourselves at the day of 
resurrection? Which? The most satisfying explanation to my mind (although not 
the fullest) is “the blessed condition of the soul after death is the 
commencement of this building, and the glory of the final resurrection is the 
consummation of it.” The tabernacle is destroyed (our bodies from this life), 
and the permanent and durable bodies are under construction. In the nature 
of the case, this is speculative and so we ought not to be dogmatic about the 
details. But we will be with Christ, and it will be blessed. 
 
The God of Amen: 
 

Read Psalm 106:48 
 

In Scripture we find three basic uses of amen. The first is that it has the force 
of a covenant oath (read Numbers 5:22; Deuteronomy 27; Nehemiah 5:13). 
This far stronger than a simple, “Yes, I agree with that.” The second use is 
a benediction. “Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your 
spirit. Amen” (Galatians 6:18; Philippians 4:23; 2 Timothy 4:22; Revelations 
22:21). And last is the doxological use. Justified men have also been given the 
privilege of blessing God. When God is solemnly blessed and praised, we 
conclude it with amen. “. . . the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen” (read 
Romans 1:25; 9:5; Ephesians 3:21; 2 Timothy 4:18; Hebrew 13:21; 1 Peter 
5:11). When we say Amen in this context, we are tasting eternity. 
 
In both Old and New Testaments, God identifies Himself with this word. 
Speaking of the time of the New Covenant, Isaiah prophesies in this way: “So 
that he who blesses himself in the earth shall bless himself in the God of truth 
[lit. “God of Amen”]; and he who swears in the earth shall swear by the God 
of truth (read Isaiah 65:16). 
 
And John the apostle records, “And to the angel of the church of the 
Laodiceans write, ‘These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, 
the Beginning of the creation of God . . .’ (Revelation 3:14, also 2 Corinthians 
1:20).  
 
The Final and Ultimate Hope: 
 

Read John 17:3 
 

And so all the promises of God culminate in this 
living and triune Amen. And so we believe in God 
the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth, 
and in the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PART NINETEEN: LIFE EVERLASTING                          2 CORINTHIANS 5:8 

 
       
 


