
   

 

Key points 
 

Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 

Death is the fundamental human problem 
• Job 14:4 
• 1 Corinthians 15:32 
• If we do not have an answer to death, 

then our Christian faith is useless 
 
THE BODIES WE HAVE 

• Most of us have a love/hate relationship 
with our bodies 

• Your body will fall apart in the end 
 
 THE DEATH WE WILL FACE 

• We constantly try to push away the 
horizon of death and mortality 

 

“Of all the great wonders, none is greater than 
man. Only for death can he find no cure.” 
(Sophocles) 
 

• Hebrews 9:27 
• 2 Timothy 1:10 
• 2 Corinthians 15:26 

 

“the essence of death is separation” (Dr Charles Ryrie)  
 

• That thought runs counter to the current 
popular notion that death is a “natural” 
part of life 

• Romans 5:12 
• Isaiah 25:8/Revelations 21:4 
• Death is “unnatural” because sin is 

“unnatural” 
• Ecclesiastes 12:7 

 
THE RESURRECTION WE WILL ENJOY 

• 1 Corinthians 15:51-55 
• 1 Corinthians 15:35-37 
• The resurrection of the body is necessary 

to reverse the effects of sin 
• 1 John 3:2 
• When Christ saves you, he saves all of you 
• 1 Corinthians 15:43 
• Death has been so thoroughly defeated, 

that the moment of death has become the 
moment of our personal victory through 
Christ our Lord 
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You are going to die! 
 
If our Christianity doesn’t include these words, “I believe in the resurrection of 
the body”, then we have nothing. We need this truth. If Christianity can’t 
handle the accident site, the cancer ward, the funeral home, then it’s not worth 
anything. “If death was no big deal, there would be no reason to be a Christian” 
(Wittmer). 
 
Let us follow the logic of Philippians 3:20-21 (read). 
 
First: death is a problem. This is the overall teaching of the Bible. This may be 
where we go wrong, because I keep hearing people say that death is natural, 
that death is simply part of life, that it’s no problem at all. Tell that to the 
parent holding the body of their baby in their arms, or to anyone who’s had to 
deal with the loss of a loved one — or even stared death in the face 
themselves. Death is the fundamental human problem. 
 
But second: here’s where Christianity stands apart. It says that Jesus 
conquered death. Nobody expected it, but on the third day Jesus rose from 
the dead. 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 15:3-4: Here’s what happened that day. 
 
This is the moment in which Jesus has made good on His promise. Gone is the 
tortured carpenter. Gone is the heavy, lumbering, splinter-laden cross, the nails 
still dripping. It’s been snapped like a toothpick. Reduced to splinters. It doesn’t 
hold Him anymore. Neither does the grave. This right here, this is Jesus, the 
firstborn among the dead, the victorious conquering, undefeated King—who 
holds the keys to death and hades—and this is the moment in which God the 
Father has officially and once and forever transferred you and me from the 
kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of the Son of His love. Satan’s defeat was 
absolute. The victory complete. Eternal. Irrevocable. 
 
Third piece of the puzzle: Jesus “will transform our lowly body to be like his 
glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to 
himself.” Your body will be changed. “In raising believers, God completes 
their redemption by the gift not of their old bodies somehow patched up, but 
of new bodies fit for a new person. It will be linked to your existing body, but 
it will be made completely new. 
 
You’ve probably heard of St. Francis of Assisi. He would call his body “brother 
ass.” Your current body is like a donkey! “It is a useful, sturdy, lazy, 
obstinate, patient, lovable and infuriating beast; deserving now the stick and 
now a carrot; both pathetically and absurdly beautiful. So the body.” (C.S. 
Lewis) 
 
But not on that day. On that day your body will no longer be brother ass. “My 
new body will feel and behave like a Rolls-Royce” (J. I. Packer). Your future is 
a physical one. Your body matters! But your body then will be much better 
than it is right now. It will be like Jesus’ glorious body — free from everything 
that’s wrong with your body now. 
 
Our dead and buried or cremated bodies are not in their final state. We will 
only be in our final state when our bodies are resurrected and even better than 
they are now. 

That has been the consistent teaching of Christianity for the 
past two thousand years — but somehow, we’ve lost sight of 
it. Your future is physical. Your body will be resurrected. That 
is worth getting excited about! 
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