
   

 
Key points 
 

Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 
 “communion” = koinōnia (κοινωνία) 

• fellowship 
• partnership 
• participation 
• Acts 2:42 

 

“saint” = “holy one” 
• hagios (ἅγιος) 
• set apart and therefore different 

    
WE HAVE COMMUNION WITH CHRIST 

• 1 John 1:1-4 
 

We are the “supernatural society of God’s redeemed people”.  
- J. I. Packer   

 

WE HAVE COMMUNION WITH THE SAINTS ON 
EARTH       

• 1 John 1:7 
• “one another” refers both to God and 

to other believers 
• We may be sinners, but we are sinners 

saved by God’s grace 
 

WE HAVE COMMUNION WITH THE SAINTS IN 
HEAVEN 

• Hebrews 12:1 
• Death cannot separate us from the 

saints in heaven  
• Hebrews 12:22-24 
• “you have come” = face-to-face [or] 

in the presence of 
• Heaven is a real place 
• 2 Kings 6:15-17 
• The saints of God are alive in heaven, 

while we are alive on earth 
• The “Church Militant” and the 

“Church Triumphant”  
• Whether we are on earth today, or in 

heaven tomorrow, we are still part of 
the Church of Jesus Christ.  
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‘I believe in… the church; the communion of saints’ 
  
There is a vital communal aspect to the Christian faith, often overlooked. While individual, 
personal faith in Christ is indispensable for salvation, the idea of Christians choosing to remain 
isolated from other Christians is foreign to the New Testament. 
 
The ‘church’ refers to people (Philemon 2). It is the collective term for those people for whom 
Christ died. Christ died ‘to purify for himself a people of his own’ (Titus 2:14).  
 
The Greek word for ‘church’ literally means ‘called out ones’. The church consists of those 
who have heard the call of God in the gospel and been enabled by God’s grace to heed that 
call and believe in Jesus.  
 
The Bible uses many different word pictures to describe Christ’s church, for example, sheep in 
Christ’s flock; children in God’s household; members of Christ’s body; and living stones in 
God’s temple, with Jesus Christ as the chief cornerstone. All these portray the 
interdependence of the Christian life.  
 
The New Testament uses the term ‘church’ in differing ways. It can refer to the sum total of 
Christians throughout the world, or a local gathering of believers meeting for worship – to hear 
God’s Word, pray, praise and partake of Christian sacraments. It can also refer to the church 
triumphant in heaven.  
 
The church militant on earth has both invisible and visible facets to it. The invisible church 
consists of true believers, known ultimately to God alone. The visible church may contain 
some hypocrites though – those who appear outwardly Christian but have never been born 
again by God’s Spirit.  
  
The church is ‘holy’. This derives from her relationship with God, who alone can be described 
as perfectly ‘holy’.  
 
The word ‘holy’ means ‘set apart by God for God’. So, unlike any other human society, the 
church of God consists of ‘saints’ or ‘set apart ones’; set apart by God for God’s glory!  
 
They are the special objects of divine favour, ‘chosen and destined by God the Father and 
sanctified by the Spirit for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood’ (1 Peter 
1:2). 
 
The church is also ‘catholic’. But this has nothing to do with Rome! This word means 
‘universal’ or ‘all-embracing’. It is a reminder that there is only one church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ on earth and in heaven, as there is only one Saviour and one way of salvation.  
 
The oneness of the church and the unity of all true believers stems from their union with 
Christ.  
 
This means that the church transcends national and denominational ties, and even time itself. 
The redeemed in glory comprise ‘a great multitude which no man can number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and tongues’ (Revelation 7:9). Therefore, there can only 
ever be one true church (read Ephesians 4:4-6). 
      
The Apostles’ Creed also describes the church as “a communion of saints”. This phrase refers 
to the common participation that Christians have in the saving blessings and benefits of Christ.  
 
Christians have a close, mutual relationship with God and one another. They have a shared 
experience of God’s saving mercy, and are united in their zeal for God’s glory and for mutual 
encouragement in the things of Christ. 
 
‘Fellowship’ then is the word which encapsulates the ethos of the true Christian church – 
fellowship with God through Christ and with one another ‘in Christ’ (1 John 1:3). Hence the 
early converts ‘devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and the prayers’ (Acts 2:42). 
 
Those who love the Lord Jesus Christ will love his church and give physical expression to their 
faith by associating with those of ‘like precious faith’ (2 Peter 1:1). They will desire to meet 
with a local company of God’s people, and gather on the Lord’s day to hear his Word and exalt 
his Son.  
 
When we meet with God’s people, the Lord Jesus meets with us too! He has promised ‘where  

two or three are gathered in my name, there I am in the midst of them’ 
(Matthew 18:20). We neglect the church to the detriment of our soul’s 
well-being.  

 
“For those to whom God is Father, the church must also be mother … We have 
to remain under her control until, at death, we become like angels … Our 
frailty ensures that we do not leave this school until we have spent our whole 
lives as pupils … So, abandoning the church is always fatal” 

(John Calvin, Institutes). 
 

 

PART SIXTEEN: THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS               HEBREWS 12:1  
       
 


