
   

 
Key points 
 

Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 
 
What happened to Jesus? 
HE ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN 
 

• “taken up” into heaven   
• John 16:28 
• John 16:7 
• Matthew 28:20 

 
 
Where did Jesus go? 
HE SITS AT THE FATHER’S RIGHT HAND 
 

1. Jesus has a permanent place in heaven 
• He is exalted 

 

2. Jesus’ work of redemption is complete 
• He is glorified 
• John 4:34; 9:4; 17:4 
• 2 Corinthians 5:21 
• Hebrews 10:11 

 

3. Jesus is now in the place of the highest 
honour in the universe 
• He is enthroned 
• Philippians 2:9-11 
• Philippians 2:5-7 
• kénōsis – lit. [the act of emptying] 

 
 
What is Jesus doing now? 
HE INTERCEDES FOR THE SAINTS 
 

• The truth of Jesus’ ascension touches 
everyday life 

o Because Jesus lived on the 
earth and endured deep 
suffering, he knows what we 
are going through 

o Because Jesus is now in heaven, 
he intercedes for us with the 
Father 

• Hebrews 7:24-25 
• Hebrews 4:14-16 
• 1 John 2:2 
• Acts 7:52, 56 
• 1 Corinthians 15:52-53 
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Lessons of the Ascension 
 
Now we look at the ascension of Jesus to heaven. It is further 
proof of His authority, His resurrection being the evidence of His 
perfect righteousness, pleasing the Father.    
 

His ascension is not limited to going up to heaven only, it also 
refers to His ascent to sitting on the throne as King. Many 
ancient Mesopotamian chronologies have the date of the year 
the Son of the King would ascend to the throne as co-ruler. The 
ascended Jesus Christ exercises absolute authority and 
dominion. He sits as an equal on the throne. The Father 
declares that the throne is the Son’s also and belongs to Him 
forever (Hebrews 1:8).  The scripture refers to the throne of 
God and the Lamb (Revelation 22:1, 3).  
 

Jesus is our Prophet, High Priest and King. Jesus is a conquering 
king Who has defeated His enemies and sits down to rule. It is 
His coronation as rightful king over all of creation.  
 

Jesus is also our High Priest (Hebrews 4:14, 15). Who offered up 
His own blood (vs12) securing eternal redemption. “But this 
man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat 
down on the right hand of God;” (Hebrews 10:12). Jesus sits on 
the throne as High Priest, because He has finished His work of 
sacrifice. No priest ever before sat down; the work was never 
finished.  
 

There are other benefits to His ascension.  He is our advocate in 
heaven before his Father, He is interceding for us. An advocate 
was like a council for the defence who would plead your case 
before the judge.  
 

His bodily ascension is a guarantee of our earthly bodies being 
raised and glorified like His, and that we will also reside in 
Heaven.   
 

He sends us his Spirit as a down payment, or security deposit, by 
whose power we seek the things that are above, where Christ is,  
seated at the right hand of God, and not the things that are on 
earth. 
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