
   

 
Key points 
 

Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
 

1. He rose personally — it was Jesus himself, 
not some substitute. 

2. He rose bodily — meaning that it was his 
crucified body that was raised from the                     
dead. 

3. He rose physically — meaning that he 
wasn’t a ghost or a phantom or a figment 
of someone’s imagination. 

 

Why does this matter? 
 

1. This is what the Bible teaches  
2. This is what really happened 
3. This is what the church has always 

believed 
4. This is the church’s message 

 

That’s why the cross in empty 
 
WHAT IF IT DID NOT HAPPEN? 
 

1. Our faith is futile (vs.17) 
2. We are still in our sins 
3. We will never see our loved ones again 
4. We should be pitied (vs.19) 

 
WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES IT MAKE? 
 

• vs.20 
 

Now that Christ has risen: 
 

1. Our faith has meaning 
2. We have forgiveness 
3. We will see our loved ones who died in 

Christ 
4. We can be certain about our own 

future 
 
Do you ever doubt? 

• Faith requires doubt in order to be 
faith  

 

“If the body of one Jew, Jesus of Nazareth, can 
be produced, then Christianity will crumble into 
a lifeless religion.”  - Arnold Toynbee, British historian 
(1889-1975)  
 
Thank God for the empty tomb! 
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GOING “ALL IN”! 
 

Blaise Pascal’s wager, betting on God 
 
Would you love to share the Gospel message with someone, particularly 
the gospel in creation, but they won’t give you the time of day? They 
feel it unnecessary or unimportant to spend the time discussing the 
topic? Try getting them to consider Pascal’s Wager. 

Blaise Pascal is the 17th century scientist and Christian who was 
recognized in having the unit of pressure named after him, the pascal. 

Atmospheric pressure in weather reports is often reported in 
kilopascals. Blaise, as with many thinkers of his era, was also a 
philosopher and theologian. Pascal’s Wager, which he used as a ‘proof’ 
of God, is often used when illustrating decision theory, particularly 
minimizing your losses. While Pascal’s Wager really doesn’t even come 
close to ‘proving God’, it can be useful to get someone to consider the 
importance of investigating the reality of the Creator’s existence. 

So, what is Pascal’s Wager? Pascal proposed that there are one 
of two truths in the universe, and one of two ways to live in relation to 
those truths. 
 
The Truths: Either God exists, or God doesn’t exist. 
 
The ways to live: You can live as if God exists, or you can live as if God 
doesn’t exist.  
 
Combining these we have the following conclusions: 

1. If God doesn’t exist, and you live as though He doesn’t exist, 
you have no losses. 

2. If God doesn’t exist, and you live as though He does, you have 
no losses but gain the advantages of a better life. 

3. If God does exist, and you live as though He doesn’t, you lose 
big time.  

4. If God does exist, and you live as though He does, you have no 
losses and gain everything. 

 
Now living as though God exists involves far more than just 
acknowledging that He exists (‘even the demons believe and 
tremble’ James 2:19). It must involve a recognition of the need for 
God’s forgiveness in Jesus Christ. By using Pascal’s Wager, you can help 
your friend see that they are gambling with their eternal life. If they 
really want to minimize their losses, it is worth their while to give you  

the time to share with them about the reality of the 
Creator-God and the need to be saved from sin’s 
consequences in the coming judgment. 

 

PART ELEVEN: HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD     
  
 

1 CORINTHIANS 15:17-19 


