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Key points 
 

Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 
WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? 
 

1. Jesus was born by the direct action of God 
Jesus was born by the direct action of God 

2. No man was involved in the process 
3. Jesus had a human mother and no human 

father 
4. Jesus is fully human and fully divine 
5. Jesus is without sin (Luke 1:35 calls him “the 

holy one”) 
 

In order for Christ to be our Saviour three 
conditions must be met: 

• He must be a man 
• He must be an infinite man  
• He must be an innocent man  

 
HOW DID IT HAPPEN?  
 

• The virginal conception of Jesus was a 
direct creative miracle of God 

• Luke 1:35 “overshadow” 
• Exodus 40:35 
• Psalm 91:3 
• Mary was a virgin before her conception 

and after her conception 
• Jesus was the Son of God from eternity 

past to eternity future 
• His humanity obscured his deity 
• John 1:14 σκηνόω (ske ̄noō) = God 

“tabernacled” 
 
WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES IT MAKE? 
 

Three implications for us to consider: 
• Biblical authority 
• Jesus Christ 
• Salvation 

 

“…that by means of the Virgin Birth, Christ enters the world 
guiltless of the sin of Adam. He becomes the beginning of a 
new humanity — the restoration of the human race. Because 
he is born of Mary, he is truly human; because he is 
conceived of the Holy Spirit, he is free from the inherited 
guilt handed down from Adam. Thus, he is fully able to stand 
in our place, taking our guilt, our shame, our punishment. He 
could pay for our sins precisely because he had no sin and no 
guilt of his own.”  

Peter Lewis, The Glory of Christ, p.155-157. 
  

• 2 Corinthians 5:21 
• Romans 5:6 

Conceived, Born 
 
Clearing Some Debris: 
 

We have come to an area where there is some overlap between classical 
Protestant theology and Roman Catholic theology, and so it is that some terms 
have gotten muddled up. We have to engage in some of what Wikipedia likes to 
call disambiguation. The Roman doctrine of the Immaculate  
 

Conception does not refer to the miraculous conception of Jesus in the womb, 
but rather to the miraculous conception of Mary in the womb of her mother, a 
woman named Anna (according to tradition). Because the problem is, sinfulness 
is covenantally imputed through the line of the father (according to Hebrew 
theology). 
 

And you will notice that in our version of the Creed, we say that Jesus was “born 
of the virgin, Mary,” instead of saying “born of the Virgin Mary.” The difference 
is this: the former means you are referring to the doctrine of the virgin birth. 
The latter use of Virgin as a title indicates a belief in the doctrine of 
the Perpetual Virginity of Mary. This is a teaching that holds that Mary 
conceived Jesus as virgin, which all orthodox Christians hold, but that her 
virginity was also miraculously preserved despite the birth of Jesus, and that 
she also remained a virgin throughout the rest of her life. While some of the 
early Reformers accepted this, the general movement of Protestant theology 
has strongly rejected it (Read Matthew 1:24-25; Mark 6:3). 
 

So, Jesus had four named brothers and at least two sisters, which means that, 
counting Jesus, Mary had seven children. The virgin birth was an exaltation of 
her Son, and an honour to her, but not an exaltation of virginity. 
 
Seed of the Woman: 
 

The first Messianic promise in Scripture is one that comes in a threat to the 
serpent (Read Genesis 3:15). God promises that the woman, deceived by the 
serpent, would have her vengeance. There would be two parallel lines down 
through history with perpetual enmity between them. There would be the seed 
of the serpent, that brood of vipers, and there would be the seed of the woman. 
When the great moment of deliverance finally came, the seed of the woman 
(Christ) would crush the head of the seed of the serpent (Satan) (Read Romans 
16:20).  
 
The Woman Gives Food: 
 

When our first mother was deceived, she gave Adam the fruit and he ate (Read 
2 Corinthians 11:3). We fell in our first father, but it was because of food that 
our first mother gave him (Read Romans 5:12). Condemnation came through 
that present of food. And where Eve was deceived, Mary was not deceived. Eve 
disobeyed, and Mary obeyed (Read Luke 1:38). Jesus is the bread of life, and 
Mary was the woman used by God to hand that food to us. And so, it was that 
the woman was fully avenged. 
 

Remember, the destructive or redemptive work was done by the respective 
Adams. But don’t leave the women out of it—particularly don’t make the 
mistake of including Eve and leaving out Mary. There is a divine symmetry in all 
of this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PART SIX: CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, 
AND BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY                                           
     
 

MATTHEW 1:18-25 
LUKE 1:26-38 

 


