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Key points 
 

Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 
 

“FATHER ALMIGHTY” 
 

• Ἀββᾶ,  אבא  (“Abba” = Greek and 

Aramaic for Father) 

• “Almighty” in Hebrew = יַּדַׁש  “Shaddai” 

• Genesis 17 – El Shaddai, יַּדַׁש לֵא , 

• Revelation 1:8 
 

STANDING IN THE PLACE OF GOD 
 

• Matthew 7:9-11 

• Malachi 1:6 

• Father “almighty” אָבָצ הָאָבְצ   means 
“organised for war” 

• Putting these two concepts together 
1. He is Almighty: He can do 

anything He wants to do 
2. He is our Father: He will do all 

that is necessary for our well-
being 

 

ROMANS 8:31-32 
 

• Isaiah 40:28-31 

• “I win no matter what” 
 
 

Father means: He is the God who cares for  
  me. 

 
Almighty means: He can do whatever  

     needs to be done for me 
 
 

“I Believe in God the Father Almighty” 
 
This phrase in the Creed is not a stand-alone name. It is defined and filled 
out a moment later when we add that we believe “in Jesus Christ, his only 
begotten Son, our Lord.” In other words, we are not confessing our faith in 
a Deity who is in some vague metaphorical sense like a father. No, we 
believe in God the Father of Jesus Christ. This is a confession that is most 
specific. 
 
The Structure of Salvation: 
Speaking of the new unity between Jew and Gentile, the apostle Paul 
admirably summarizes the structure of salvation (Read Ephesians 2:18). In 
a paraphrase, we would render it this way. “Through Christ we have access 
to the Father by means of one Spirit.” If I might employ something of a 
homely metaphor, the Father is the place we are driving to, the Son is the 
road, and the Holy Spirit is the car. The Father is where we are all going, 
Jesus is the way we get to Him, and the Spirit is the power that enables us 
to take that way to Him (Read John 14:6). Jesus is the way—road or path—
and the Spirit empowers us to travel on that road. 
 

We do not walk in the flesh, but in the Spirit (Read Romans 8:4). We are 
instructed to walk in the Spirit (Read Galatians 5:16), and then again (Read 
Galatians 5:25). The Father is where we go, the Son is the way we go, and 
the Spirit is how we go. 
 
Anthropomorphism Backwards: 
In our glib unbelief, we say things like this—“We all have experience with 
human fathers, and so our ancestors naturally enough invented a ‘sky 
father,’ who would protect us, terrify us, provide for us, etc. But we have 
grown past that stage where we project our image into the heavens.” 
 

In our arrogance, we think we have created God in our image. But the 
Scriptures say that God created us in His image (Read Genesis 1:27). 
 

If there is no God, we are an inchoate mess. We are a shapeless lump of 
protoplasm, and have no image to project. We are what these chemicals 
would always do under these conditions and at this temperature. We cannot 
project our image onto the screen of the heavens because we have no 
projector, and no movie. We are nothing. 
 

In our arrogance, we think that we have fashioned a heavenly Father out of 
our earthly fathers. But again, it is the other way around. (Read Ephesians 
3:14–15). We derive our faint reflections of masculinity and fatherhood from 
Him, and most emphatically not the other way around. 
 
Fatherhood as Ultimate Reality: 
The central point of all reality is ultimate, infinite, absolute masculinity. 
Fatherhood is at the centre because the Father of Jesus is at the centre. 
But this overwhelming. We cannot handle absolute Fatherhood. He dwells 
in unapproachable light (Read 1 Timothy 6:16). We would crater under the 
slightest glimpse of it. 
 

We cannot have the Father “raw,” but we must have the Father. What are 
we to do? Remember, he who has the Son has the Father. Remember what 

Jesus said to Philip (Read John 14:9). 
 

But we preach Christ, not as a stand-in for the Father, but 
as the appointed and divinely fashioned way to the Father. 

 

PART THREE: 
 

“I BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY”                                                    HEBREWS 11:6 
 


