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Key points 
 
Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
“Covenant” comes from a Hebrew word - תירב  
(bĕriyth) 

• Cutting flesh 
• Letting of blood 
• Blood oath 

 
The whole story of covenant runs throughout 
the Bible and culminates in the Person of Jesus 

• Romans 5:1 
• 2 Corinthians 5:21 

 
I. Warning the Unruly (v. 14a) 

• military expression that means to 
“break ranks” 

• Soldiers who are idle because they’re 
out of position 

• Warn = “put into the mind.” 
 
II. Encouraging the Fainthearted (v. 14b) 

• Small-souled 
• “encourage”: literally, put courage in 

by appealing to their emotions 
 
III. By Helping the Weak (v. 14c) 

• Those without strength 
• Greek = (ἀντε ́χοµαι) “hold oneself over 

against” 
 
IV. By Being Patient with Everyone (v. 
14d) 

• Long-tempered 
1. Many people are slow to respond 
2. Others will refuse our help 

altogether. 
• Job 16:1-3 

 
 
Jesus came for us 

The Ministry We Avoid 
 
 
What does 1 Thessalonians 5:14 mean? 
 
 
Christians should not leave the work of ministering 

entirely to their spiritual leaders. In this verse Paul 

directs his readers to accept several responsibilities. He 

charges them with the responsibility to warn loafers 

about their slothful attitude. He tells his readers to cheer 

up the fainthearted. Instead of being discouraged, the 

fainthearted need to be encouraged to progress in the 

Christian life with confidence. 

 

Paul also calls on the Thessalonian Christians to assist 

weaker believers to trust the Lord in every situation. It is 

easy to give up on the idle, the fainthearted, and the 

weak, so Paul exhorts his readers to exercise patience 

with them all. Granted, God has bestowed upon some 

believers the gifts of service, exhortation, and showing 

mercy, but every believer should minister with love and 

patience on behalf of the idle, the fainthearted, and the 

weak among them. Galatians 6:1 instructs those who are 

spiritual to restore a fellow believer who is "caught in any 

transgression" but do so gently and humbly. Galatians 6:2 

instructs believers to bear one another's burdens. These 

instructions are in harmony with Paul's comments in this 

verse (also see Romans 1-3). 
 

PART ONE: THE FOUR WAYS YOU CAN SERVE THE LORD                                    1 THESSALONIANS 5:14  


