
   

 

 
 
 

How should we live in an 
apostate world? 

 
Key Scripture: 
 

Jude1:1-24 
 

“Apostate” = defection; run away 
from; fall away from 
 

A New Testament view of “apostate” 
• “a person who has rejected the 

tenets of the religion he or she 
once claimed to believe.” 

• Matthew 7:15 
• Acts 20:29-30 
• 2 John 1:7 

 

Cunning Devices 
1. One: either the early Christians 

were a very naïve bunch of people 
2. Two: the false teachers must have 

been very clever 
 

Contend for the Faith 
• v. 3 
• God has no grandchildren 
• We live in a generation that is 

outraged 
 

Not All Sins Are Equal  
• v. 4 
• Matthew18:6 
• 1 John 5:19 
• 2 Timothy 3:1-5 
• Proverbs 14:34 
• Matthew 5:13-16 

 

Chin Up and Knees Down 
• vv. 20-21 
• John 14:15 

 

The Darker the Night, the Brighter 
the Light 
• vv. 22-23 
• Jude is describing a harvest field of 

lost souls  
 

Incredibly Exciting Days 
• vv.24-25 
 

  
 

 
 

Why is Jude so important? 
 
Jude’s edgy brevity communicates the urgency of his notion that false 
teachers needed to be condemned and removed from the church. 
Few words meant that Jude would not waste space dancing around 
the issue. He saw within the church people and practices that were 
worthy of condemnation, including rejecting authority and seeking to 
please themselves. In response to these errors, Jude marshaled much 
biblical imagery to make clear what he thought of it all—anything 
from Cain killing his brother Abel to the punishment of the sinful 
people who populated Sodom and Gomorrah (Jude 1:7, 11). 
 

 
What's the big idea? 
Jude’s purpose in his letter was twofold: he wanted to expose the 
false teachers that had infiltrated the Christian community, and he 
wanted to encourage Christians to stand firm in the faith and fight 
for the truth. Jude recognized that false teachers often peddled their 
wares unnoticed by the faithful, so he worked to heighten the 
awareness of the believers by describing in vivid detail how terrible 
dissenters actually were. But more than simply raising awareness, 
Jude thought it important that believers stand against those working 
against Jesus Christ. Believers were to do this by remembering the 
teaching of the apostles, building each other up in the faith, praying 
in the Holy Spirit, and keeping themselves in the love of God (Jude 
1:17, 20–21). 
 
 
How do I apply this? 
Fight for the truth! Stand up against error! The book of Jude is the 
very definition of punchy and pithy proclamations—with its short 
commands and statements popping off the page like machine-gun 
fire. But in our day and age, punchy has become rude or 
unacceptable. In many circles the forcefulness of Jude will not be 
tolerated, the crowds preferring a softer and gentler side of the 
Christian faith. But Jude reminds us that there is a time and a place 
for the aggressive protection of the truth from those who would seek 
to tear it down. 
 
How can you participate in defending the truth from error? 
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