
   

 
 
 

 

The Story of Three Men 
 

Think back. What sticks out? 
 

Key Scripture: 
 

v. 7 “…they began their journey 
for the sake of Christ” 
 

Gaius — A Generous Man 
• vv. 1-4 
• Balanced man 
• Faithful man 
• Big-hearted man 
• vv. 5-8 
• The Greek word for hospitality = 

“love for strangers.”  
• v. 8 “co-workers with the truth” 

 
Diotrephes — A Divisive Man 

• vv. 9-11 
• Diotrephes is the first church 

bully 
• Diotrephes is a church leader 

who doesn’t know God 
• No church can prosper when the 

Diotrephes spirit prevails 
 

Demetrius — A Reputable Man 
• v. 12 
• He is a man above reproach 
• He is a man who practiced what 

he preached  
 
Five Final Thoughts 
1. There is no such thing as a perfect 

church 
 

2. We become like the people we follow 
 

3. The spirit of Diotrephes is alive and 
well today 
 

4. There is enormous wisdom in shared 
leadership 
 

5. It is important to know Jesus Christ 
personally 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Why is Third John so important? 
 
While Gaius was dealing with certain troubles in his area, John wanted 
to direct him, not only in how to respond to the trials but also how to 
relate to those who proclaim the truth. John’s three epistles are largely 
concerned with the issue of fellowship—with God, with enemies of the 
gospel and, in the case of 3 John, with those who proclaim the truth. 
John wanted to ensure a warm welcome from the churches to those who 
travelled around preaching the gospel, offering them hospitality and a 
send-off “in a manner worthy of God” (v. 6). 

 
What's the big idea? 
Troubles had come to the church in Asia. Diotrephes had taken control 
of one of the churches there and used his power to ban certain travelling 
missionaries from coming to the church at all. At one point, the church 
had seen something of a leadership quality in him and had placed him in 
charge, but now in the top spot, the power had gone to his head. He 
refused to welcome those traveling ministers of the gospel to preach and 
take rest with his church. And even worse, upon receiving an earlier 
correction from John, Diotrephes refused to listen (v. 9). 
 
This troubling situation prompted John to write to Gaius, commending 
the believers for holding fast to the truth and doing so with a loving 
attitude. These Christians strove to make the gospel a reality in their 
lives through the way they treated one another. And John, in response 
to this good report about the behaviour of these “rank and file” 
Christians, encouraged them to continue to love and support those 
visiting believers who gave of themselves and ministered in the churches 
of Asia. 
 
How do I apply this? 
How do you show hospitality to other Christians, particularly those who 
serve you and others in your local church and at churches around the 
world? Showing hospitality to others—particularly strangers—requires a 
level of trust and acceptance that is not necessarily required of us in our 
everyday lives. It forces us to rely on a common bond in Jesus Christ, 
rather than a particular blood relationship or shared experience. It 
forces us out of our comfort zones and into a territory where we must 
place our trust in God. 
 
John used words such as love and truth to describe this kind of living, 
and he used the negative example of Diotrephes to illustrate the dangers 
of going down a different path. We have a responsibility as Christians to 
live according to the truth we find in the life and ministry of Jesus, to  
care for and support those who serve God’s people. Our Lord was 

surrounded by people who took care of Him. Third 
John teaches us that we should do the same for those 
who carry on the teaching of Jesus in our own day. 
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