
   

 
 
 
 
 

Philemon: An Apostolic Postcard 
 

Think back. What sticks out? 
 

Key Scripture 
 

“put that on my account.” (v. 18) 
 

How the Gospel Changes 
Relationships  

 
1. Three Names to Remember 
• Paul, Philemon and Onesimus 
• An empire built on slavery 
 
 
2. Paul’s Plea to Philemon 
• vv. 4-22 
• Appealing to love, not duty 
 
 
3. Living as a Christian in a Pagan   
    Culture 
     

    Patience 
 

• Galatians 6:9 
     

   Tact 
 

“Tact is like a girdle. It helps us 
organize the awkward truth more 
attractively.”  
 

• Proverbs 25:15 
• Proverbs 15:1 
 

   Personal Appeal 
 

   Individual Example 
 

  Initiative 
  
 
“He who saves one life saves the whole 
world.” 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Why is Philemon so important? 
 

The letter to Philemon reminds us that God’s revelation to 

humanity is intensely personal. In more formal biblical works such 

as the Gospels or the epistle to the Romans or even Paul’s letters 

to churches at Philippi or Colossae, it might be easy to get the 

impression that God does not care or have time for the trials and 

tribulations in a single household. Philemon stands as one piece of 

strong evidence to the contrary, revealing that lofty doctrines 

such as the love of God, forgiveness in Christ, or the inherent 

dignity of humanity have real and pertinent impact in everyday 

life. The book of Philemon illustrates that principles like these can 

and should profoundly affect the lives of believers. 

 

How do I apply this? 
 

Live long enough, and you will understand the difficulty of offering 

forgiveness when you have been wronged. It does not come easy, 

yet as believers, we have to recognize that our ability and 

willingness to offer it are the result of Christ’s saving work on the 

cross. Because of that fact, forgiveness serves as a determining 

factor in who we say we are and how we hope to live our lives. 

When we do not forgive, bitterness takes root in our hearts and 

chokes the vitality out of us. 

 

In what ways has forgiveness been a struggle for you since you 

accepted Christ’s forgiveness? Allow Paul’s letter to Philemon to 

encourage forgiveness in your own life, and trust God to foster 

renewed life in your heart and your relationships. 
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