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Key points 
 
Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 
 

THE KEYS TO THE KINGDOM 
 
1. God has given us the authority to open 

and shut the doors of heaven 
 

• What is a key? 
• Keys impart authority 
• Early church reformers said, the 

preaching of the Word of God represents 
the keys of the kingdom 

• “the keys of the kingdom” represented 
the preaching of the gospel which is 
revealed in the Word of God. (John Calvin) 

• Is there an example where Peter used the 
keys of the kingdom in this way? 

o Acts 2: Preaching on the Day of 
Pentecost 

o Acts 8: Preaching to the 
Samaritans  

o Acts 10: Preaching to Cornelius 
and his household  

• The keys to the kingdom are the offer of 
the gospel  

• When we share the gospel, we are 
opening the door to heaven  

• The Easter Story tells us that God has 
already set the conditions  

 
2. Jesus has also promised to ratify in 

heaven our decisions on earth 
 

“For Christ, in delivering us, by his gospel, from 
the condemnation of eternal death, looses the 
cords of the curse by which we are held bound.” 
– John Calvin 
 

• Only God can forgive sins  
• Done in heaven, done on earth  
• Jesus gave the keys to the kingdom to us, 

his church  
• God takes us seriously 

Kingdom Principle: Kingdom Keys 
 

(Read: Matthew 16:13-20; Mark 8:27-30; Luke 9:18-27) 
 
 
In Matthew 16:19, Jesus is addressing Peter, but He is not addressing 
only Peter: 
 
I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven. 
 
After asking His disciples at Caesarea Philippi, “Who do people say 
that the Son of Man is?” (vs.13), Jesus then asks, “But who do you say 
that I am?” (vs.15). The Greek word translated “you” is plural. When 
Peter answers (vs.16), the context suggests he is answering for all the 
disciples. Jesus’ words in vs.18–19 therefore represent the belief of 
all the disciples. Furthermore, Peter is commended in view of the 
confession that he makes of Jesus (vs.16). When Jesus promises to 
build His church on this “rock,” He has in view the twelve disciples’ 
making confession of Jesus as the Messiah. The twelve disciples are 
eyewitnesses to Jesus and confess that He is the long-awaited 
Messiah. This new covenant revelation will constitute, along with old 
covenant revelation, the foundation of the church. It is in this sense 
that the Apostles, by whom Jesus will proclaim this new covenant 
revelation, will form the church’s foundation (see John 14:26–
27; Ephesians 2:20). 
 
What of the “keys”? In Matthew 16:19, the “binding” and “loosing” 
of the “keys” has as its background the administrative authority of 
the household steward. The Apostles, by the teaching that Jesus has 
entrusted to them, will order and administer the affairs of the 
church. In v. 18, the “binding” and “loosing” refers to the discipline 
of the church. We are to regard the church’s disciplinary decisions as 
the decisions of heaven. However, it is only when the church’s 
discipline is in accordance with the revealed will of Christ in Scripture 
that Christ owns that discipline.  It is  by the teaching and order that 

 Jesus has given us in His Word that He presides over 
His beloved church. And that is good news indeed. 

 
 

PART FOUR                   MATTHEW 16:19 


