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Key points 
 
Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 

THE GATES OF HELL 
SHALL NOT PREVAIL 

 
Ecclesia (Church) 

• a gathered people 
• a called-out people  
• for a purpose or a reason; not an audience   

 
MATTHEW 16:18 - THE CHURCH’S ASSURANCE 

 
1. WHAT DO THESE WORDS MEAN? 
 
First: “will not prevail against it” 

• Κατισχύω – a military term 
• Κατά = “against” or “upon”  
• ἰσχυ ́ω = “to be strong” or “to have strength.” 

 

Second: “of Hell” 
• ᾁδ́ης = “hades” 
• Greek translation = “not to see” 

 

In Hebrew (Old Testament): “sheol” 
• The shadowy unseen world where the dead go 

 

Third: “Gates” 
• An entrance by which you pass from one realm 

to another 
• John 10:7 
• Revelations 4:1 
• Connect vs.18 with vs.21 
• Revelations 1:18 
• Ephesians 4:7-10 
• 1 Peter 3:18–19 
• 1 Corinthians 15:55 

 
2. DEATH HAS NO VICTORY: HOW EASTER 

CHANGED WORLD HISTORY 
 

• Hebrews 12:1-3 
• Hebrews 11:35-40 
• John Huss 
• William Tyndale 
• Anabaptists 
• Methodist Circuit Riders 
• William Carey 
• 2 Corinthians 5:20 

 
“Low in the Grave He Lay” – Robert Lowry, 1874 

Victim or Victor? 
 
The Bible reminds us that struggles are simply a part of the 
Christian walk. We will be persecuted (as we are seeing around 
the world today), and we will still deal with the consequences of 
sin both in our lives as well as the lives of those around us. But 
it’s our attitude about these things that needs some adjusting; we 
need a little perspective. 
 
In His victory over sin and death, Jesus became the key holder. 
He holds the keys now, rather than the enemy. When He rose from 
the dead, He came against the gates of hades and won. But it 
doesn’t stop there. As children of God, we get to share in His 
victory. In other words, we too have overcome death in Jesus’ 
name! (What an amazing gift from God!) 
 
When Jesus told Peter that the gates of hades will not prevail 
against His church, He meant just that. The power in us is far 
greater than the power of hades. Matthew 16:18 contains two 
important truths we need to recognize as Believers: 
 

1. The gates of hadesl won’t prevail against the church. We 
need to see this connection. Yes, Jesus is the one who 
secured our victory, but Jesus said “on this rock” He would 
build His church. The gates of hell will not prevail against 
“it.” Jesus was referencing the church here, not Himself. 

 

2. We need to begin to see ourselves as the offense rather 
than the defence. Some English translations add the word 
“against” in this passage as if Hades was attacking the 
church. Other translations use the word “overpower,” again 
implying that the church is playing defence rather than 
offense. The original language, however, suggests the 
opposite. Jesus played offense when He went after the 
keys, and as the church, we are playing offense as well. We 
are spreading God’s light and truth to the world around us. 
And the Holy Spirit in us is much stronger than the gates 
of hell! 

 
As we fight our spiritual battles as the church, 
never forget God’s declaration: The gates of Hell 
will not prevail. 

 

PART THREE                    MATTHEW 16:18 


