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Key points 
 
Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 
 

WHO DO PEOPLE SAY I AM? 
 
 
Two Crucial Questions 

• vs.13-16 
 
First question (vs:13-14) 
• Because of hindsight, we downplay those 

answers because we know the right 
answer to the question 

• Ancient people were fascinated by what 
they could not understand 

 
Two valuable points 
• The common people loved Jesus even 

though they did not fully understand him 
• It is possible, even with a very sincere 

heart, to misunderstand who Jesus is 
 

Second question (vs.15-16) 
• Everything necessary for salvation is 

included in that statement 
• Peter was the first person in human 

history ever to utter those words out loud 
 
Two Great Results 

• vs.17-18 
 

The blessing (vs.17) 
• It is a demonstrative statement—"You are 

the Christ”  
 

The promise (vs.18) 
• From “Simon” to “Peter” – a change 

caused by his confession 
• The church is made up of men and 

women who confess one revolutionary 
truth—that Jesus of Nazareth is the Son 
of the living God. 

 
As a church: we believe something special 

about someone special 
 

 
 
 

WHO IS THIS HUMAN? 
 
 

Ever since Jesus first put this question to His disciples 2000 years 
ago, people have been steadily coming up with various beliefs 
about the identity of the mysterious Galilean whose actions and 
teachings turned the world upside down. Even in Jesus’ day, the 
disciples revealed how diverse the opinions were. 

Some labelled Him a prophet, another miracle-working 
Elijah, or a new repentance-preaching John the Baptist. Today, 
the diverse selection of answers to Jesus’ own question has only 
grown. 

People who reject the portions of the Gospels they believe 
to be historically inaccurate can create virtually any portrait of 
Jesus they desire. Lately, that has largely been the case in Jesus 
scholarship. 

Some have seen Him as a wandering Greek cynic, 
completely divorced from His Jewish background. Others have 
seen Him as an apocalyptic prophet believing in the imminent end 
to the physical world, only to be proved wrong by the cross. 

Even in the church, some deny His humanity in one way or 
another, making Him out to be a Superman of the 1st century. 
Others throw out His claims to divinity, demoting Him to the 
position of a marginal only-human teacher about which little 
historical evidence can be retrieved. 

Some scholars throw up their hands in surrender, affirming 
that we will never know much about the historical Jesus and had 
just better put our faith in the doctrines of the later church and 
forget the historical search altogether. 

We, as Christians, however, must take seriously Jesus’ 
question about what others are saying about Him. The fact that 
He asked implies that the subject was important to Him, whether 
or not the newest ideas were true or not. Our faith in His God-
man identity does not exist in some void, unapproachable to 
modern scepticism. Faith is not separated from history. 

We believe in the actual Person who walked the shores of 
Galilee 2000 years ago. Our compass lies in the God-inspired Jesus 

biographies written by the witnesses to His glory. 
And this same Jesus calls us to evaluate the other 
opinions regarding His life. 

 

PART ONE                     MATTHEW 16:13-18 


