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Key points 
 
Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 
 
Something We Must Know 

 
• vs.11-12a 
• Galatians 1:4 
• 1 John2:17 
• Colossians 1:12-13 
• What time is it right now? 
• Matthew 24:7 

 
 
Something We Must Cast Off 

• vs.12b-13 
 

Six Deeds of Darkness 
 

1. Revelry 
2. Drunkenness (Ephesians 5:18-21) 
3. Lewdness (KJV “chambering”) 
4. Lust (brazen and shameless sin) 
5. Strife (unhealthy competition) 
6. Envy  

 
 
Something We Must Put On 

 
• vs.14 
• What do well-dressed Christians 

wear? 
• Clothe yourself with Jesus 
• 1 Corinthians 15:56 
• Romans 8:35, 37-39 

 
 
It’s time to stop sleepwalking though life 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Morning People 
 

 
In this brief but extremely rich passage, Paul tells us that as 
Christians we are all "morning people." The time is just before dawn, 
the sky is brightening, the alarm is ringing, day is at hand. It is time 
to rouse our minds from slumber, to be alert to what God is doing in 
the world, and to live in accordance with God's coming salvation. 
This "wake up call" is the motivator for the new ways (in a New Year) 
of relating to one another. 
 
Amidst the bitter divisions eroding our churches today, both local 
and global, Paul's words bring needed perspective as he gives us a 
way to name the present situation: it is still dark, still night. We still 
indulge in quarrelling and jealousy. As we begin a new year, Paul 
intends to give us "night vision" to see and name this division as 
"darkness" (see also the parallel passages in 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
and Ephesians 6:10-20). 

Paul uses the same description of God as Israel's warrior to describe 
Jesus Christ, who intervenes on behalf of all humanity. To be 
baptised into Christ is to be clothed with this mighty power, and to 
be summoned to battle with all that deflects us from Christianity’s 
mutual love. At stake is not simply our own health and happiness, 
but our witness to God's righteousness in the midst of a hostile world. 

In conclusion, this extraordinary text tells us what it means to be 
"morning people" in the darkness before the dawn: 

We are given "night vision" both to name the ways we and our world 
are still in darkness, and to see the sure hope of God's salvation. 

We are summoned to battle, not with other people, but with the 
forces of destruction that enslave and divide humanity through 
hatred and fear. 

We "put on" Christ, playing the role given us in baptism and sharing 
his destiny, just as in the incarnation Christ took on the role of the 
human race and played it to the end.  

In 2019, we must live out our hope by welcoming and embracing one 
another as Christ has embraced all of us (Romans 14:1; 15:7). 
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