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Key points 
 
Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 
 
1. The instruction to give is an invitation of 

grace 
 

• The things of this world have a way of 
owning us 

• 1Timothy 6:10 
• When money motivates the way we live, 

it leads us away from God’s best   
 
 
2. The instruction to give is an invitation 

to surrender 
 

• Giving up control of that which will never 
satisfy, and never save  

• Matthew 19:23-24 
• Jesus recognises that this rich young man 

is not willing to surrender 
• The spirit of the “rich young ruler” can 

influence our hearts and minds  
 
“If we consider the unblushing promises of reward 
… promised in the Gospels, it would seem that our 
Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too 
weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling 
about with drink and sex and ambition when 
infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child 
who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum 
because he cannot imagine what is meant by the 
offer of a holiday at sea. We are far too easily 
pleased.” 

 
― C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory  

 
 
3. The instruction to give is an invitation 

to greater joy  
 

• The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure  
• 1 Timothy 6:17-19 

 

G E N E R O S I T Y  
 
Throughout history, the church has been a tool to take the gospel to 
the rest of the world and further equip the saints for the ministry of 
the gospel. We’ve heard countless stories of how the generosity of a 
few impacted a people group or nation. God does big things through 
generous hearts. Money and giving can be a touchy subject in church, 
but it doesn’t have to be. My desire would be to encourage the 
believers of Newstart Church to live as surrendered stewards and 
generous disciples. God gives us excellent examples in scripture to 
emulate. 
 
1. Generosity is a characteristic of our generous Father. 
In every book of the Bible, we see the giving nature of God fleshed 
out. Simply put, our God is a generous Father! He gave us that which 
was most precious to Him – His Son (John 3:16). He gave sacrificially 
(John 10:17). And the Holy Spirit still gives generously to the believer 
in Christ (1 Corinthians 12:11) 
 
2. Biblical generosity is not measured by transactions but by 
transformation. 
Biblical generosity is centred around the command and call of 
stewardship. Stewardship is the conducting, supervising, or 
managing of something, specifically something entrusted to one’s 
care. From scripture, we know that God owns it all. Everything we 
have and are is from Him, and we have the responsibility to steward 
it in a way that acknowledges that it doesn’t belong to us but has 
been entrusted to us to use wisely and multiply. 
3. Biblical generosity becomes a contagious proclamation of the 
goodness of God in our lives. 
How we demonstrate generosity is a testimony to others of our 
relationship with the Lord. We should give (Deuteronomy 14:22) out 
of love, obedience, gratitude, and joy (2 Corinthians 9). God is 
faithful to provide. We are called to be faithful in our stewardship 
and generosity. 
 
Many emotions and circumstances can hold us back from giving, but 
when we see God as our provider who is out for our best, the good 
of others, and ultimately His glory, it frees us up to give with purpose 
and joy. We can trust Him with our circumstances, and we can trust 
Him with the results, even when we don’t see them this side of 
heaven. Are you willing to go on the generosity journey and follow 
where the Lord leads?  No reserves. No retreats. No regrets. Just 
faithful obedience. Let’s watch with anticipation what God will do 
as a result. 
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