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Key points 
 
Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

• Cave Salamander (blind) 
• John 3:19 
• Matthew 5:14 
• Revisioning 
• Being an inviting church 
• 50 regular worshiping adults   

 
 
Everyday People & Everyday Jesus 
 

• vs.43-44 
• An everyday story 
• “Can any good thing come out of 

Nazareth?” (vs.46) 
• Everyday people, everyday Jesus and 

ordinary conversations 
 
 
First Impressions Don’t Really Count  
 

• vs.45-46 
• It’s OK not to be totally certain about 

everything, but It is necessary for you 
to have enough faith to act    

• Raising doubt with the doubter 
 
 
Jesus Takes Over 
 

• vs.47-48 
• Romans 10:17 
• “Jacob” = Heal grabber; sneaky; 

deceitful; usurper 
 
 
Jesus Convinces People Who Are 
Brought to Him 
 

• vs.49-51 
• The Power of ONE! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friends Bring Friends to Jesus 
 

There is a heartbeat to evangelism. You hear it as you draw near to 
God. The veins of gospel outreach pulsate with the love of God. Love 
compelled the Father to send his beloved Son into this broken world 
to rescue fallen humanity (John 3:16; 1 John 4:9). In love’s greatest 
display, Jesus laid down his life, dying upon a cross for the sins of 
the world (John 15:13; 1 John 3:16). Love issued the command that 
sent the disciples into the world as gospel-bearers and ambassadors 
of the King. True evangelism flows from the love of God.  
 

But if there is a heartbeat to evangelism, there is also a 
design. The all-knowing, all-wise Creator God didn’t leave this 
glorious enterprise for feeble men to figure out. Like a master 
designer, he provided the framework for his church throughout the 
ages and the nations to build upon—doctrines to instruct, commands 
to obey, principles to guide and examples to follow.  
 

When one recognizes God as the ultimate source, it becomes 
clear that a discussion of evangelism isn’t a mere discourse on 
ministry philosophy or effective methodology. Rather it is engaging 
in a matter of supreme importance to God our Father and our Lord 
Jesus Christ. In like manner, it should be of highest priority to a 
congregation’s ministry, outside the four walls of the church.  

 
Social network and relational connection between the 

messenger and audience, can be a critical factor in the spread of the 
gospel to others beyond that audience. Jesus’ first disciples were all 
associates. Andrew and Peter were brothers, as were James and 
John. Philip and Nathaniel were friends from the same hometown. 
All or most of these six were disciples of John the Baptist (John 1:35-
51). The good news was spreading within a social network.  
 

When the Philippian jailer believed, so did his whole family 
(Acts 16:34). When the Samaritan woman believed, so did many from 
her village (John 4:39). Effective evangelism not only recognizes the 
importance of the relational connection between the messenger and 
the audience, it also considers the importance of the listeners’ 
relational network to others. The gospel can, and often does, spread 
through these relational connections. Effective Christians (in 
evangelism) learn to maximize these relationships.  
 
 

Adapted from: Getting Biblical About Evangelism, CruPress, 2004.  

 

PART FOUR: PHILIP – FINDING & TELLING        JOHN 1:39-51 


