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Key points 
 
Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
One word, can bring hope 
  

One touch, can bring comfort 
  

One step, can begin a new journey  
 

• John 4:35 
• What can you do in making a difference as 

one person? 
• God’s vision for Abraham and Israel is exactly 

the same vision He has for the Church 
• Abraham’s faith journey began with the 

command “go” 
• Matthew 28:19-20 

 
 
 
POINT ONE 
 

• vs.1 
• Abram = “exulted father” 
• Abraham = “the father of a multitude” 
• “Going” is always a part of God’s will 
• Acts 1:8 
• God calls us “OUT” not “IN” 
• Being missional is an expectation 
• Target - 50 worshiping adults on a Sunday 

morning 
• Moving from opportunity to expectation 

 
 
 
POINT TWO 
 

• vs.2 
• The whole point of the Church is to get 

blessed, so that we can bless 
• The whole purpose of God’s call to Abram was 

so he could be a blessing  
• What will we do with God’s unbelievable 

blessing? 
 
 
 
POINT THREE 
 

• vs.3 
• John 8:39 
• Action steps: Be invitational / Be missional 

TOP LINE, BOTTOM LINE 
 
The blessings God gives us are intended to be shared with all, beginning 
with the inestimable blessing of salvation from sin and including all the 
other good things the Lord has given to us. 
 
I know that I have been greatly blessed. Perhaps you have too. So many 
of us have been given so much: material goods, adequate incomes, 
families, friends, jobs, homes. And that’s just for starters. If you’re a 
Christian, then whatever your circumstances, you’ve been given the 
greatest gifts: faith, hope and love. And you have been blessed with the 
means of grace and the hope of glory. If you have Christ, you have been 
given everything that is eternally worthwhile. So, the big question is 
“Why?” Why have I, why have you, been so blessed? The answer to that 
question is found in Genesis 12:1-3. 
 
Now in addition to what this shows us about the heart and the plan and 
the purpose of God, think about what this principle also teaches us about 
our own role in the world. The noted missionary writer Don Richardson 
has referred to these twin promises in Genesis 12 as top line (“I will 
bless you”) and bottom line (“and you will be a blessing”). They remind 
us that everything we have received from God is ultimately to be used 
for the benefit of other people – especially those who do not yet know 
him. 
 
All of this has been summarized in the phrase, “Blessed to be a blessing.” 
This idea is actually one of the most crucial principles in the whole Bible. 
The concept of “blessed to be a blessing” teaches us something very 
basic about God’s expectations for each of us. It’s not just about 
Abraham, you do realize that! This is a fundamental statement of 
purpose that applies to everyone who through faith becomes part of the 
people of God. The blessings God gives us are intended to be shared with 
all, beginning with the inestimable blessing of salvation from sin and 
including all the other good things the Lord has given to us. 
 
Let’s make this personal for just a minute. Take stock of your own life. 
Think about everything that God has given you, all the blessings he has 
poured out, material or spiritual. Most of us have far more than we 
usually acknowledge. Compared to the world’s truly poor, I am wealthy 
beyond belief, and you probably are too. Do we imagine that we have 
been given so much simply to enable us to live comfortably, even 
luxurious lives while so many throughout the world are suffering want? 
 
Or focus for a moment more on the greatest blessing of all. Do you know 
the Lord personally? Have you received his gift of salvation through faith 
in Jesus Christ? What other gift or blessing can compare with that? Is 
peace with God and the hope of heaven just yours to enjoy, all by 
yourself, with no thought of anyone else or are they something you and 
I need to share with everyone everywhere? 
 
I wonder if we’re in danger of so concentrating on the top line – all the 
good things God has given us – that we forget the bottom line, and the 
bottom line is this: we have been blessed to be a blessing. 
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