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Key points 
 
Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
One word, can bring hope 
  

One touch, can bring comfort 
  

One step, can begin a new journey  
 

• John 1:9 
• Matthew 5:16 

 
 
ABRAHAM 
 

• Lived 4,000 years ago 
• Ur of the Chaldees  
• Hebrews 11:8 

 
 
GENESIS 22:1-3 
 

• God tested Abraham 
• God challenges everything about Isaac 
• God has blessed us  
• God also tests us 
• It is easier to love our ‘Isaac’ than the One we 

cannot see  
• Hebrews 11:3 

 
 
THE CALL TO MISSION 
 

• John 4:35 
• No one will tell anyone about Jesus, except a 

Christian 
• Acts 1:8 
• Things have change in the way we do mission  
• Dream target - 50 adults worshiping on Sunday 

mornings 
 
 
PUTTING OUR BLESSINGS ON GOD’S ALTAR 
 

• Genesis 22:3-6 
 
 
THE PROMISE OF SACRIFICE 
 

• Do you believe the Lord will provide?  
• Abraham speaks the faith response that is 

required of every church, and of every 
Christian  

 

Abraham’s Only Son? 
 
Genesis 22 opens with the words “Some time afterward, God put 
Abraham to the test” (Genesis 22:1). To make this point clear he refers 
to Isaac as Abraham’s “only” son (vs.2). Abraham is being “put to the 
test.” He has to ask himself, “Is God the God of love? Is he true to his 
word? Will he spare Isaac so that my descendants will come forth from 
him as he promised?” 
 
Abraham has faith, and he does as he is told. He takes Isaac to be 
sacrificed. 
 
Wait! He does what!? Why would he willingly offer his son as a sacrifice? 
The author of Hebrews helps to shed some light on this. Hebrews 
recounts a litany of examples of Abraham’s faith, but two in particular 
stand out: 
 
By faith he received power to generate, even though he was past the 
normal age … So it was that there came forth from one man, himself 
as good as dead, descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and 
as countless as the sands on the seashore. (Hebrews 11:11-12) 
 
By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac, and he who 
had received the promises was ready to offer his only son, of whom it 
was said, ‘Through Isaac descendants shall bear your name.’ He 
reasoned that God was able to raise even from the dead, and he 
received Isaac back as a symbol. (Hebrews 11:17-19). 
 
God has proven himself to Abraham more than once. He knows that God 
is a God of love who is true to his word. Abraham at his advanced age 
was “as good as dead,” yet he bore children. Because of this he knows 
by faith that Ishmael is safe, just as he knows by faith that Isaac will be. 
Even if he can’t see how, he “reasoned that God was able to raise even 
from the dead.” just as he had brought forth life from a man as good as 
dead. And as Abraham is about to commit this deed, an angel spares 
Isaac just as an angel had spared Ishmael. 
 
 

The Test Results Are In 
Abraham has put God to the test more than once in his life. This was 
Abraham’s turn to be tested. Here he proves to himself what God already 
knew, that God is a God of love who is true to his word. We can, and should, 
entrust everything to him, including our life. He will never disappoint us in 
his generosity. Reading this story, we should ask ourselves, “What are we 
holding back from God? Where in our lives do we fail to trust him? How can 
we prove to ourselves that God is always faithful to his word?” 
 
 
 
 
 Adapted from: Walking with God: A Journey Through the Bible, by Tim Gray and 

Jeff Cavins. 
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