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Key points 
 
Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

1. It is a witness to the truth of divine revelation. 
2. It is the rock on which naturalistic theories have 

foundered 
3. It is the key to all New Testament prophecy 
• Matthew 24:15 
• 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4 
• Gabriel tells Daniel that Israel’s rest will not 

come for 490 more years 
 
THE MEANING AND THE PURPOSE OF THE 
“70 WEEKS” 
 

• vs.24 
• “seventy sevens” is a heptad = 70 X 7 = 490  
• Ancient Near East – a year = 360 days (lunar 

calendar) 
 
THE FIRST 69 “WEEKS” (SEVENS) 
 

• vs.25 
• Decree by Artaxerxes (445 BC) allows 

Nehemiah to return to Jerusalem  
• vs.26 

 
THE 70TH “WEEK” (SEVEN) 
 

• vs.27 
• Where is the church in all of this? 
• Romans 11 - the wild olive tree 
• It is not uncommon for us to speak in “gaps” 

 
PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER 
 

A number of truths emerge 
 

1. The sovereignty of God over all the details of 
history 

2. The sovereignty of God over all the details of 
history (Zechariah 12:10) 

3. The absolute detailed truthfulness of God’s 
Holy Word 

4. The unsettled course of this present age 
5. The importance of knowing Jesus Christ 

personally 
 
The story of Leopold Cohn 
 
 
 
 

An Angel’s Seventy “Sevens” 
 
 
The 490-year clock begins with a “decree to restore and rebuild 
Jerusalem” (v. 25). This probably refers to a decree issued by the Persian 
king in c. 445 B.C. giving Nehemiah permission to re-establish Jerusalem. 
Gabriel said that once the decree was issued, seven “sevens” and sixty-
two “sevens” (483 years) would pass until the Anointed One would come 
and be “cut off” (vv. 25-26). This date corresponds with Jesus’ thirtieth 
year (A.D. 26) when Jesus began his public ministry. What does this 
“date setting” tell you about how God’s promises about the future will 
be fulfilled?  
 

Read Daniel 9:24-27 

 
In verse 24 Gabriel lists six things that will be accomplished for Israel 
and Jerusalem within seventy “sevens” (often interpreted as 490 years; 
see Leviticus 25:8-24). Which of these were accomplished when the 
people returned to Jerusalem from Babylon (after the first 49 years)?  
 
Which were accomplished at the coming of the Anointed One (after 434 
additional years)?  
 
Are there any of the six that are not yet fully accomplished?  
 
 
Some Christians think the final “seven” was fulfilled in the time of 
Jerusalem’s destruction by the Romans. Other Christians think the final 
seven years is still future and that this evil ruler will make his 
appearance on the world scene at that time. How do you react to the 
possibility of a wicked world ruler arising in our generation?  
 
What does this chapter offer you (if anything) in the face of such a 
possibility?  
 
 
 
Reflection: Ask God to help you respond to his promises with assurance 
and expect- ant prayer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

PART ELEVEN: A SNEEK PEEK AT GOD’S CALENDAR                                                   DANIEL 9:24-27 

Adapted from: DANIEL: Spiritual Living in a Secular World, by Douglas Connelly  

 
 


