
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Superpowers in Conflict 

 
During some difficult days in my own life, I prayed often that God would give me a glimpse of my future. Would I be 
able to support my family? Would I ever regain the respect and trust I had lost? Would I even survive? I never received 
those glimpses—and in God’s time the difficult days ended. But at times I still find myself wishing I could just get a 
peek at what’s ahead. 
 
Question: If God offered to show you snapshots of your nation’s future over the next two hundred years, would you 
want to see them? Why or why not? 
 
Personal Reflection: What would you like to know about the next ten years of your life? Do you think that knowledge 
would make you happier or more secure?  
 
Daniel’s vision of the future gets very personal beginning in chapter eight. The first seven chapters stress the destinies 
of the Gentile (non- Jewish) world powers. In chapters 8-12 the emphasis is on the destiny of Israel, Daniel’s own 
people. Read Daniel 8.  
 

1. As you look through the chapter again, pick out the main images in Daniel’s vision (vv. 1-14) and then list the 
matching interpretation of each image in verses 15-27.  

 
2. The two-horned ram that Daniel sees represents the kings of the Medo-Persian empire. From the events 

portrayed in verses 3 and 4, how would you expect this kingdom to come on the world scene?  
 

3. The goat with one horn is a symbol of the Greek empire and their notable king Alexander the Great (v. 21). 
From the scene in verses 5- 8, how would you describe the clash of the Greek empire (the goat) with the 
Persian empire (the ram)?  

 
4. Based on the knowledge and experience you have gained thus far in the “interpretation of visions” with 

Daniel as a guide, how would you interpret the symbolism of verses 9-12?  
 

5. The “fierce-looking king” (v. 23) Gabriel describes is probably Antiochus Epiphanes, a Greek-speaking king 
who ruled Syria and Palestine from 175 to 164 B.C. He hated the Jews and their God. His most infamous act 
was desecrating the temple in Jerusalem in 168 B.C. For more than six years (“2,300 evenings and mornings,” 
v. 14) Antiochus oppressed the people of Israel. Finally, the Jews were able to drive Antiochus out of Israel 
and to reclaim the temple. 
 

6. If you had been a Jew living under the tyranny of Antiochus, how would it have made you feel to read Daniel’s 
prophetic prediction of the very events you were experiencing?  

 
7. How does this chapter fit with Daniel’s main theme of God’s absolute authority?  

 
Pray for Christians who are being persecuted for their faith. Ask God to give them assurance of his absolute authority 
even over evil oppressors.  
 
Reflection: Daniel’s predictions were fulfilled precisely and literally. Should we expect biblical predictions about our 
future to be fulfilled in the same way 
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PART NINE: THE RAM & THE GOAT               DANIEL 8 

Adapted from: DANIEL: Spiritual Living in a Secular World, by Douglas Connelly  

 
 


