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Key points 
 
 

Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 
A WILD & EXCESSIVE PARTY 
 

• October 12, 539 BC 
• The total party crowd numbered well 

over 8,000 people 
• King Belshazzar decides to bring out the 

gold and silver goblets that had been 
taken from the temple in Jerusalem 
almost 70 years earlier 

 
A SHOCKING INTERRUPTION 
 

• vs.12 
• We never know our influence in lives of 

our loved one until a crisis comes  

 
A DAMNING INDICTMENT 
 

• vs. 22 
• vs. 29-30 

 
A SUDDEN JUDGMENT 
 

• vs. 30-31 
 

The moral of the story 
 

1. Babylon became great a great power 
because of the sovereign blessing of God 

2. When they became great, their pride 
made them forget God 

3. When they forgot God, they began to 
take him for granted 

4. When they took him for granted, God 
judged them and they were no longer a 
great nation 

 
3 LESSONS TO PONDER 
 

1. God’s word is sure 
2. God’s Spirit does not strive forever 

Hebrews 9:27 
Hebrews 10:26 

3. God weighs every human heart 
Hebrews 4:13 
Hebrews 1:1-3 

The Handwriting on the Wall 
 

God doesn’t often use committees or large groups to do his 

greatest works. Most often God finds just one person who is totally 
committed to him, and then God works powerfully though that 
person to accomplish what he desires. When God’s people seem 
weak and ineffective, the problem is never God’s ability but the 
availability of one woman or one man through whom he will 
demonstrate his power. Never underestimate the influence of one 
godly life.  
 
As chapter five opens, Daniel is more than eighty years old. The 
successors to Nebuchadnezzar’s throne have ignored him. He has 
been shuffled off to some obscure office in the Babylonian 
bureaucracy. But when the king finds himself in trouble, he calls on 
God’s man. Daniel shows us how to stand for God over the long haul. 

 

Read Daniel 5.  
 

How would you have reacted if you had been at the banquet and 
saw a hand appear and write on the wall (v. 5)?  
 

Three times Daniel recorded the failure of the “wise men” of 
Babylon to interpret the message of God. What point is Daniel 
trying to make?  
 
What insights into the nature of Belshazzar’s sins can you find in 
verses 18-23?  
 
What can we learn from Daniel’s example that will help us resist 
pressures to compromise our convictions?  
 
 
Reflection: Think of some present-day examples of people who 
mock God by their words or actions. Does God seem slow to judge 
their mockery? How can you explain God’s “slowness”?  
 
 
 
 

PART SIX: GOD’S GRAFFITI                                                               DANIEL 5 


