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Key points 
 
 

Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 
Introduction 
 

How far will God go to get his message across 
to us?  
 
A DREAM DESCRIBED 
 

• vs.10-14 
• The dream had two distinct parts:  

1. The king saw a vast tree 
2. The tree was cut down 

 
A DREAM EXPLAINED 
 

• vs.22 
• vs.25 

 
A DREAM FULFILLED 
 

• vs.28-30 
• vs.33 
• What happened to Nebuchadnezzar is a 

spiritual parable for all of us 
• vs.34-37 
• “Everything God does is right 
• “Those who walk in pride God is able 

to humble 
 
Four principles that help us understand 
how God deals with us when we attempt to 
live without him. 

1. God’s righteousness causes Him to 
intervene when we believe we don’t need 
Him anymore  

2. God’s judgment is painful because He is 
cutting away the sin that pulls us away 
from him 

3. God’s discipline lasts until we learn the 
lessons he wants to teach us 

4. God’s purpose in humbling us is not to 
destroy us, but to draw us back into 
fellowship with Him 

 
Daniel 4 is the story of great hope and abundant 
grace 
 

OUR GOD REIGNS! 
 

We are not accustomed to hearing our state and federal leaders 
naming their sins in public. That’s why Daniel 4 is such an unusual 
chapter! Nebuchadnezzar, the great, proud, powerful king, 
writes a letter to the world describing how God humiliated him 
for seven years and then graciously restored him. 
 
Read Daniel 4.  
 
How does Nebuchadnezzar’s proclamation in 4:1-3 differ from what 
he said about God in 3:28-29 (after the fiery furnace)?  
 
God’s purpose for giving the dream is repeated three times (vv. 17, 
25, 32). Why do you think God was so intent on impressing 
Nebuchadnezzar with his absolute authority instead of his grace or 
love?  
 
What specific steps did God take to humble Nebuchadnezzar (vv. 31-
33)?  
 
A new Nebuchadnezzar came out of this experience. He gives God 
glory instead of himself (vv. 34-37). Do you think he was simply 
forced into humility by God, or was there a genuine change of 
attitude?  
 
Sometimes we gain fresh insight into God’s character as we wrestle 
with the truth. What’s the hardest thing about this chapter for you 
to accept?  
 
What does that hard lesson teach you about how God works in our 
lives to bring us to spiritual maturity and Christlikeness? 
 
Reflection: Is there a “stump” in your life—the reminder of a “tree” 
of your own efforts that was cut down? What is God trying to teach 
you through that painful experience? Did you learn the lesson or are 
you still resisting God?  
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