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Key points 
 
 

Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 
Introduction 
 

Is it ever right for a Christian to disobey the 
law?  
 
THEY WOULD NOT BOW 
 

• The image Nebuchadnezzar built was 
27.5m tall and 2.7m wide 

• vs.15 
• Exodus 20:3 
• Exodus 20:4-5 

 
THEY WOULD NOT BEND 
 

1. They admitted their guilt 
• vs.16 

2. They affirmed their faith in God 
• vs.17 

3. They accepted God’s will in advance 
• vs.18 

 

We all want to make deals with God 
“Lord, I’ll stand up for you as long as…” 
 
THEY WOULD NOT BURN 
 

They are punished 
• vs.19-23 

They are preserved 
• vs.24-26 

They are promoted 
1. The king gives his own summary of the 

day’s events 
• vs.28 

2. The king promotes their God 
• vs.29 

3. The king promotes them personally 
• vs.30 

 
Sometimes God protects us from the fire 
Sometimes He protects through the fire  
 

BOW OR BURN! 
 

Most of us have never had to face death or persecution for 

our commitment to Jesus Christ—but that doesn’t mean the 
pressure is off! The secular culture in which we live has other 
ways of pushing us away from wholehearted obedience to the 
Lord. If you’ve ever revealed your faith convictions in a 
university classroom or turned down an invitation to the wrong 
kind of entertainment on a business trip, you have felt the 
pressure to compromise in order to be accepted by others. 
 
 
What do you think prompted Nebuchadnezzar to build this 
image of gold (vs.1-7)? 
 
 
Some Christians claim that pain or sickness or difficulty are 
always the result of sin or lack of faith. How would you respond 
to that claim in light of vs.16-18?  
 
 
 
As you look back over the chapter, what lessons about the risks 
and rewards of obedience to God are most significant to you?  
 
 
What commitments can you make to the Lord today that will 
prepare you to face the pressures of the secular culture around 
you?  
 
 
 
 
Reflection: Renew your commitment to Jesus as Lord over 
your life. Ask him to give you the courage and grace to seek to 
please him first of all.  
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