
 

 

Key points 
 

 
Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 

 
Which brother do you relate to? 
 

• Setting the scene: vs.1-10 

 
The Third Parable 
 

• Vs.11-12 
• “I want your things, but I don’t want you” 
• vs.13 
• Goals and agenda 
• vs.14-16 
• Pigs are unclean animals 
• vs.17-19 
• The younger brother proposes to offer himself, 

to the father, as a slave 
• vs.20-24 
• An amazing picture of generosity 
• vs.25-26 
• Working hard, ticking all the boxes and doing 

everything that he needs to do 
• vs.27-30 
• Now that the younger brother is back, he’s an 

heir to the inheritance again 
• vs.31-32 

 
The Choice 
 

• Both brothers sort to manipulate their father 
to get what they wanted 

o The younger brother by rebellion 
o The older brother by duty 

 
The Third Way 
 

• It’s not about irreligion, and it’s not about 
religion, it’s about a relationship with Jesus 

• 1 Peter 3:18 
• Jesus – the third son in the story – wants to 

bring us back home to the Father 
 
 
 
 
 

Brothers – Luke 15:11-32 
 

Is Christianity a religion or a relationship? 
 
Question: "Is Christianity a religion or a relationship?" 
 
Answer: Religion is “the belief in and worship of a 
superhuman controlling power, especially a personal 
God or gods.” In that respect, Christianity can be 
classified as a religion. However, practically 
speaking, Christianity has a key difference that 
separates it from other belief systems that are 
considered religions. That difference is relationship. 
 
Most religion, theistic or otherwise, are human-
centred. Any relationship with God is based on an 
individual’s works. A theistic religion, such as 
Judaism or Islam, holds to the belief in a supreme 
God or gods; while non-theistic religions, such as 
Buddhism and Hinduism, focus on metaphysical 
thought patterns and spiritual “energies.” But most 
religions are similar in that they are built upon the 
concept that man can reach a higher power or state 
of being through his own efforts. In most religions, 
the individual is the aggressor and the deity is the 
beneficiary of human effort, sacrifice, or good 
deeds. Paradise, nirvana, or some higher state of 
being is humanity’s reward for their strict adherence 
to whatever tenets that religion prescribes. 
 
Christianity is not about signing up for a religion. 
Christianity is about being born into the family of God 
(John 3:3). It is a relationship. Just as an adopted 
child has no power to create an adoption, we have 
no power to join the family of God by our own 
efforts. We can only accept His invitation to know 
Him as Father through adoption (Ephesians 
1:5; Romans 8:15). When we join His family through 
faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus, the Holy 
Spirit comes to live inside our hearts (1 Corinthians 
6:19; Luke 11:13; 2 Corinthians 1:21–22). He then 
empowers us to live like children of the King. He does 
not ask us to try to attain holiness by our own 
strength, as religion does. He asks that our old self 
be crucified with Him so that His power can live 
through us (Galatians 2:20; Romans 6:6). God wants 
us to know Him, to draw near to Him, to pray to Him, 
and love Him above everything. That is not religion; 
that is a relationship. 

Adapted from: gotquestions.org 
 
 
 
 


