
 

A Certain Rich Man – Luke 12:13-21 
 

Key points 
 

 
Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 

 
Conflicting world-views 
 

If bigger was better I'd be thrilled for us. I'd be 
dancing in the streets wearing a T-shirt saying, 
"SUPER-SIZING IS YOUR TICKET TO SPIRITUAL 
AWARENESS AND INNER HAPPINESS". But it's not. The 
bigger things get, the smaller we are becoming. 
  
Catherine Deveny – “We're fat and scared, so I'm glad petrol and food cost 
more”, The Age, 9 July 2008 
 

• vs.13 
• Are we any different? 
• vs.14 
• Jesus cares more about the condition of your 

heart that your money 

 
Greed 
 

• vs.15 
• Covetousness 
• A continual vicious cycle 
• Do you have a restful contentment with the 

things you have? 

 
Watch out! 
 

• vs.15 

 
vs.16-21 
 

• Hebrews 9:27 
 
From Greed to Gratitude, to Generosity 
 

• Speak truth to yourself about money 
• Speak truth about yourself, to yourself 
• Speak truth to yourself about God 
• Hebrews 13:5-6 
• 2 Corinthians 8:9 

 
 
 
 
 

 

“You Fool!” 
 
In understanding the heart of this parable, it is 
essential to be clear what it’s not about. Jesus is not 
condemning wealth, and not even the desire for 
more wealth. Some believe there is a virtue in 
poverty, but that is not what Jesus is teaching here. 
 
The key verses which make Jesus’ purpose clear are 
15 and 21. He introduces the parable by saying: 
“Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of 
greed; life does not consist in an abundance of 
possessions.” And Jesus finishes with these words: 
“This is how it will be with whoever stores up things 
for themselves but is not rich toward God.” 
 
Jesus’ warning is about an unbalanced or wrongly 
focused life. The man in the parable was consumed 
by his wealth and his desire for more of it. Almost 
nothing else mattered. He invested in his business 
and failed to invest in God. He gave his heart to 
money when it ought to have belonged to God. 
 
But God called him a fool for he would die that very 
night. He had lived for his wealth, dreaming of many 
days ahead to enjoy his fortune. But no amount of 
wealth could guarantee him life, and his earthly life 
ended without even one day to relax in his affluence. 
 
The rich man in the parable was guilty of three kinds 
of folly: 
 

1. The folly of thinking ‘things’ bring meaning to 
life. 

 

2. The folly of assuming you know the future. 
 

3. The folly of investing materially but not 
spiritually. 

 
None of us get to live the same years again. This is 
our moment. This is our time. This is our one chance 
to invest wisely in God and in all the good things with 
which God surrounds us. This is our day to live rightly 
so that we never hear God say “You fool!” This is our 
day, and there is no promise of even one more day. 
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