
 

The Good Samaritan – Luke 10:30-37 

 

Key points 
 

 
Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 

 
PART ONE: Interpretation Requires Context 

• Luke 10:25-28 
 
“Your religion is what you do with your solitude” –  
 

Archbishop William Temple (1881-1944) 
 

• 2 options presented 
• 1. Humility & Confession or 2. Confront Jesus 
• vs.29 
• An attempt to renegotiate the terms and 

meaning of “neighbour” 

 
PART TWO: The Story 

• vs.30-32 
• Are we any different to the Priest and the 

Levite? 
• vs.33-35 
• The extent of this man’s compassionate love 

extended to: 
o Money 
o Time  
o Closeness 

• This is Risky Love 

 
PART THREE: The Final Question 

• vs.36-37 
• Love for God and love for neighbour, is not an 

obligation, it is an identity 
• Who is it, in this story, that Jesus wants us to 

relate to? 
o Is it the Priest? 
o Is it the Levite? 
o Is it the Samaritan 
o Is it the man on the road? 

 

• Who is Jesus in the story? 
 
 

Jesus is the Good Samaritan 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Why You are Not the Good Samaritan 
 

Read Luke 10:30-37 
 

The parable of The Good Samaritan did not 
give the expert in the law a new rule to 
follow; it gave the man a new reality. A 
reality of radical grace; we are the ones who 
need to be saved by this radical grace. It is 
only when we embrace and receive this 
truth that we can then turn and be givers of 
radical grace to others. 
 
This is way Jesus did not use a character 
that the expert in the law could identify 
with. Instead of the story ending with “Be 
like the good Jew!”, Jesus chose a character 
that couldn’t be more different from the 
man. 
 
The best part of this story is that the man 
lying in the road didn’t have to earn 
anything to be given grace by the Samaritan. 
At the centre of our faith is a man who died 
on a cross for the people who abused and 
hated Him; He rose again so that He could 
extend grace to those same people. Now we 
are lying on the road dead in our sins, and 
He extends His hand with free, radical 
grace—something that we could never earn 
or repay. And all we have to do is accept it. 
 
Unlike the lawyer from Jesus’ story, we 
don’t love our neighbours because we have 
to do great things in order to be saved 
but because something great has been done 
to save us. 
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