
	

	

	

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

www.newstart.church 

Studying through the message during the week helps you turn what 
God is saying to you into action steps. These questions and 

scriptures are designed to help you take the next step. 
 
 

Palm Sunday: 
Coming Face-to-Face With A Fallen World 

 

Luke 19:35-37 
 
Palm Sunday has lessons to teach. The mind's eye is a way for us to 
prepare, to feel every heartbeat of Christ as he approaches his cross. 
 
The Palm Sunday event is unquestionably the last hurrah of the 
earthly Christ. 
 
Four days beyond the main pageantry, Jesus was in Gethsemane, and 
five days later he was on the cross. So, we come face-to-face with 
the fickle human spirit as we ask, "How could Jesus be both 
celebrated and condemned within a five-day period?" 
 
His mass acceptance and denial were challengingly close together. 
We must not assume that Jesus was so deluded by his Palm Sunday 
acclaim that the condemnation of Good Friday surprised him. Jesus 
knew the treacherous nature of humankind. In our fallen world, it is 
possible to be a hero on Sunday and crucified the following Friday. 
 
Christ managed to achieve something we find so difficult to master in 
our own lives -- trusting others enough to freely serve them, yet not 
committing ourselves to their unstable sense of allegiance. For 
example, Jesus loved Judas as much as he loved the other disciples, 
but he was not shattered when Judas betrayed him. Because he 
understood the treachery of human nature, he loved Judas anyway. 
 
He does the same with us. How often we have disappointed Christ, 
yet he is never destroyed by our momentary betrayals. Betrayal is 
human, but then humanity was his business. 
 
Palm Sunday is evidence that we are to serve our friends and even to 
receive their accolades. We must always remember, however, that 
only God is perfect. Friends can disappoint us. But if we love like 
Christ, we must keep on loving them even as they disappoint us. 
 

..._... 
 

Prayer: Lord, knowing how fickle I am in loving you, help 
me not to be debilitated when my own friends begin to 
betray me. Loving the unlovely has always been your kind 
of love. Help me to remember that such love is really 
grace simply wearing an earthier garment. 

 

 
Key points 
 
Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 
Key Scripture: Isaiah 53:1-3 
 
They did not believe his message 
 

• vs1. 
• Jesus had a powerful and growing 

ministry 
• John 6:68 
• John 1:11 

 
They judged him insignificant  
 

• He came from a common 
background  

• vs.2a 
• God enter the world disguised as 

a one of us 
• Matthew 13:55-56 
• Jesus had an ordinary appearance  
• vs.2b 
• Jesus was not a natural head-

turner 
 
They despised him for his suffering 
 

• The people had no use for him 
• vs.3a 
• If you do not want Jesus as your 

Saviour, you will one day face 
him as your Judge. 

• His whole life was marked by 
suffering  

• vs.3b 
• He wasn’t the right sort of 

Messiah  
• vs.3c 
• Jesus was worth thirty-pieces-of-

silver   
• Don’t put Jesus in a man-made 

box  
 


