
	

	

	

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

www.newstart.church 

Studying through the message during the week helps you turn what God is 
saying to you into action steps. These questions and scriptures are designed 
to help you take the next step. 
 
 
Are you a sheep or a goat? 
 
Matthew 25: 31- 46 
 
 
Are you a sheep or a goat? The foolish will be judged and removed from the 
wise; the wasteful and fearful will be separated from those who love and 
trust in Christ (Matthew 25:14-30). This parable is about the coming, final, 
inescapable Judgment! There was a judgment that was escapable, when the 
Jews could flee from their homes and business as the Temple was destroyed 
in 70 A.D. But, this time there will be no escape; all will be judged! It is 
about evaluation and separation; the good are set apart from the bad! The 
faithful are rewarded; the unfaithful are damned. The wise are praised and 
the foolish are judged (Matthew 25:1-46). Those who are in Christ will 
receive their blessings, and those who wilfully reject Him will be cursed! 
This is a harsh teaching; nonetheless, it is true, and it will happen (Romans 
3:23; 6:23)!  
 
Many people go to church and claim to be Christians. But, when it comes 
down to it, many are not living in the Spirit. Their faith is based on their 
identity-that they go to church-not that Christ has a hold on their lives 
(Romans 8:9). These are the goats who hang with the sheep, but they are 
pretenders and fakers who trust in themselves and not in the Lord. If all you 
see in life is yourself, your works, or your heritage, you may have a big, 
eternal problem leering at you! We must be aware that the goats will be 
taken; make sure you are not a goat, but rather a sheep, one who loves the 
Lord with all of your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and whose identity is 
in Christ (Mark 12:29-31; John 10:14; 27-30). At His second coming, Jesus 
will be looking for those who are prepared and faithful. 
 
 
Here are a few additional questions to consider:   
 

1. How does this passage tell us about our Lord's absolute 
authority? 

 
2. What can you learn from this passage about being responsible? 
 
3. How we serve and represent Him will also be a factor in our 

Judgment (not salvation but, rather, rewards). How does this 
motivate you to grow further? Or, does it scare you? 

 
4. How can this passage give you a sense of victory, hope, and 

comfort? 
 

5. What are some things you have done which demonstrate your 
sincerity and heart? 

 
6. Jesus calls us to be radical in our service, and mature in our 

attitude and faith! What does this mean to you?  
 

7. How does our love and kindness unveil the possibilities and 
opportunities Jesus gives us? What happens when we do not 
do this? 

 

 
Key points 
 
Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 
Key Scripture: Luke 23:1-12 
 
Herod’s 7 Steps to Hell 
 
Step#1: Divided Loyalties 

• Mark 6:17-20 
• Herod liked John, but he had an 

eye for his brother’s wife 
• John cared only for 

righteousness  
 
Step #2: The Fool’s Promise 

• Mark 6:21-28 
• A “seared” conscience  
• 1 Timothy 4:2 / Romans 2:15  

 
It’s extremely dangerous to be exposed 
to the teaching of God’s Word without 
offering a personal response  
 
Step #3: Guilty Fears 

• Mark 6:14-16 
 
Light received leads to more light. Light 
rejected leads only to the darkness! 
 
Step #4: Evil Plans 

• Luke 13:31-33 
• Jesus saw through Herod’s 

superficial interest, and discerned 
the evil buried underneath 

 
Step #5: Frivolous Curiosity 

• Luke 23:8-9 
• Herod is nothing but a thrill 

seeker 
• Proverbs 26:4 

 
Step #6: Public Mocking 

• Luke 23:10-11a 
 
Step #7: Convenient Cowardice 

• Luke 23:11b-15 
• Herod treated Jesus like a 

carnival sideshow 
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