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Studying through the message during the week helps you turn what God is 
saying to you into action steps. These questions and scriptures are designed 

to help you take the next step. 
 
 

The Propitiationary Sacrifice 
 

Romans 3:21-26 
 
Propitiation or "propitiatory sacrifice" simply means that God takes our 
place. We cannot be saved by our own actions. We cannot rely on our own 
efforts, skills, personal connections, family background or our beliefs. Only 
Christ can wash us clean and declare us righteous, so we are saved from our 
sins (Ephesians 2:8-9). The law is a mirror to show us our uncleanness and 
need for a Saviour! The Law was viewed as a demand in the OT and some 
see it today as irrelevant and meaningless, but without the law we have no 
benchmark to see our need. The Gospel does not nullify the law, but fulfils 
it! Imagine if the judges did that in the criminal court! But Jesus does! So 
how did God who is holy and pure cleanse us dirty rotten scoundrels? Would 
He not be affected by our sin? Jesus led the perfect sinless life on our 
behalf; thus, He took our place in perfection in life and sin in death. His 
Atonement coved us from God's wrath and covered God (protected) from 
being affected by our sin.  
 
The primary theme for this section of Romans is Justification is by faith 
alone, righteousness is apart from the Law (3:21-4:25). The promises of God 
will be of no use to us unless we have the understanding of God and the 
obedience to that understanding! We must not have a trace of self-interest 
in us if we call ourselves His disciples! Never say you cannot surrender 
yourself! 
 
Pride is our biggest barrier to know Christ and receive His redemption. We 
by our fallen nature tend to only seek the pleasure of ourselves and are 
unable and unwilling to seek God. We have to be awakened by the Spirit to 
see Him as Saviour and to receive His redemption. Without being sought we 
would never have the faith to see or receive Him. We would just remain in 
our pride and blinded to our situation of sin. This means we cannot achieve 
anything spiritually on our own efforts. We cannot be saved, we cannot 
grow, we cannot worship, and we cannot even serve Him effectively. The 
great comfort is knowing that He does the work, we only respond. But if we 
say we are acceptable just by who we are, that I am OK, I do not need 
Christ for my salvation and or growth we have nothing but pride that leads 
to our permanent death. Jesus Christ took your place and absorbed God's 
wrath, He paid your debt! So be willing to allow Him to take you beyond 
yourself, beyond your pride so you remain in Him and not in your pride 
(John 3:5; 15:5). 
 
Questions: 

1. ‘Propitiation’ means what? 
2. Why do a lot of people assume that they can be saved by 

their own actions? Such as I'm a good person, so I will go to 
Heaven? 

3. Read Ephesians 2:8-9; how does this passage tie into Romans 
3? 

4. Why do some Christians teach that the OT is not for us 
today? What can you say to them to show them the correct 
reason for the Law? 

5. Grace was not cheap for God. Christ paid a great debt by 
pleasing God's wrath, so how can you live your life in 
response to His gift and sacrifice? 

 

 
Key points 
 
Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 
Key Scripture: Mark 5:1-20 
 
The Man in the Tombs 

• Three worlds meet in this 
strange story 

 
Prayer #1: “Do not torture me!” 

• vs.1-5 
• Demons are spirit beings 
• James 2:19 
• Demons are not atheists 

 
Prayer #2: “Send us to the pigs!” 

• vs.8-13 
• An invading army had taken over 

his personality  
• Ezekiel 28 
• Lucifer became ‘The Satan’ 
• The Deceiver, Lier, Accuser 
• Jesus manifested his authority 

precisely where the demons 
manifested theirs  

• He who is the master of nature 
is also its ultimate owner  

 
Prayer #3: “Leave us alone!” 

• vs.14-17 
• Change bothers people, even 

change for the better 
 

“Jesus is not safe, but he is good. He 
does not always do what we expect, 
but what he does is always for the 
best.” – C.S. Lewis 
 

• Jesus doesn’t stay where he 
isn’t wanted  

 
Prayer #4: “Let me go with you!” 

• vs.18-20 
• Answered prayer is not always a 

blessing and unanswered prayer 
is not always a burden 

• “Go tell” 
• The best missionary work always 

begins at home 
 
 

PART ELEVEN – The Problem of Spiritual Bondage 

 


