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Studying through the message during the week helps you turn what God is 
saying to you into action steps. These questions and scriptures are designed 

to help you take the next step. 

 
 

How much does discipleship cost? 

 
It costs everything! However, the rewards are limitless as we are 
entrusted to a Saviour who loves us more deeply and rewards us 
more completely than we could ever comprehend. He desires the 
best for us, He has a plan and purpose for us in the kingdom of God, 
and He wants us to spend eternity with Him. There is no better way.  
 
True discipleship cannot begin until we learn one important, key 

aspect of life: there is but one God and you are not He! We must 
learn to yield to the Lordship of our God and not to the desires of 
our will. When we do this, the discipleship process can begin. 
However, when we refuse, we will become the strife and conflict 
that gives Christianity a "black eye." We become the problem rather 
than the solution. 

 
Consider this – the cost of discipleship means asking the question - 
 What does Jesus want me to do? or If Jesus led my life, how would 
He be and what would He do with my gifts and opportunities? Jesus 
wants us to see that the cost of discipleship involves understanding 
that there is a higher calling on our lives than doing what we want 
to do. We cannot say to God that we are only available two hours on 
Sunday. We must respond with the attitude of Isaiah: Here I am 
God, ready to be used by you. 

 

Questions: 
 What was your best excuse for getting out of a job or chore? 
 

 How does the fact that our Lord knows what is in our hearts and 
what is motivating us stimulate your decisions and actions? 
 

 Christ calls us to Discipleship (Matthew 28: 18-20). We are 
called to serve the people around us, and to know what to 
pursue in our own lives. What are you doing in your life 
personally, and in your church, to reflect this call? 
 

 Are you willing to be taught by Jesus (Matthew 5:1-2)? 
 

 Are you willing to follow Jesus as your Lord and Master 
(Matthew 8:19)? 

 

 We all need to count the cost before becoming a disciple (Luke 
9:57-62; 14:25-33). So, what is the cost that you have paid so 
far? What will be the cost you still may have to pay? 

 

 What is in the way of your accepting that cost? Are you sure; 
are you confident, that what you will gain far outweighs the 
cost you will pay? If not, why? 

 
Have you counted the cost? Are you willing to pay the 
price? Do you know that both are required to follow 
Jesus? 

 

 

 

Key points 
 
Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 

 
Key Scripture: Luke 9:57-62 
 
 

1. Count the Cost! 
 vs.57-58 

 The ‘Enthusiastic Disciple’  

 “I want to join the circus”  

 Corinthians 4:11-13 

“A true disciple has shallow tent pegs” 
– Corrie Ten Boom  

 Don’t pity... 

 

2. No Delays! 

 vs.59-60 

 The ‘Reluctant Disciple’  

 1 Timothy 5:8 

 Death comes in several varieties  

“Let the spiritually dead bury the 
physically dead.”  

 The Kingdom must come first  

 Life is more than marriage, 
family or job  

 There is a tension inherent in 
these words  

 

3. No Turning Back! 

 vs.61-61 

 The ‘Divided Disciple’ 

 If the first man was a volunteer 
and the second man a draftee, 
the third man is a weekend 
warrior  

 1 Kings 19:20 

Once you put your hand to the plough 
don’t look back 

 Luke 14:26 

 A higher love 

 

PART EIGHT – The Problem of Well-Timed Excuses 

 


