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Studying through the message during the week helps you turn 
what God is saying to you into action steps. These questions 
and scriptures are designed to help you take the next step. 

 

Accountability verses Ambition 
 

Read Romans 14:13-23 
 
This passage urges us to pursue peace and harmony and not let the 

childish and petty things of life divide us. This passage uses the 

illustration of food as a point of division in the early church to drive 

home this position! We are not to cause people to stumble by our 

actions or inactions. Our faith and actions are monitored closely by God 

as well as by other people, and we must realize that our actions are 

more influential than our words. We will either lift people up or bring 

them down! Hypocrisy is perhaps the most deadly threat to new or weak 

Christians who fall victim to it, and is a heinous sin against Christ and 

His children by those who cause it! We, as a body of Christ, must seek 

to show right actions to each other, to be cautious, and to act with 

charity, humility, and self-denial within our Christian liberty. 

 

A true Christian will never destroy another person's faith so they can 

have their own way! Our freedom must not bring dishonour, division, or 

disrepute to the church. Our freedom must not be a matter of shallow 

things. For example, there is no Scripture in the Bible that says that 

games are wrong such as playing cards, yet this was a line that 

separated a true Christian from a false Christian for many years within 

Western culture, which was purely childish and silly. We must not argue 

with people out of our petty presumptions and feelings. Rather, we are 

to let Biblical convictions and the core truths of our faith infuse us so 

we can maintain and model them! 

 

Conviction is the role of the Holy Spirit (John 14:17; Acts 1:8; 4:31; 

10:45; 2 Cor. 3:18; Eph. 3:16-17; Heb. 13:5-6). We must never allow 

ourselves to be swayed from our convictions (ones that are Biblically 

based) by peer pressure. If you are not sure if something is right or 

wrong, butt out! Seek wise council. Do not allow yourself to parrot 

others around you. Check out the facts. Do not buy into rumours, and 

do not spread rumours even if they are true. Rather, follow the 

precepts of Matthew 18! We must realize that both the non-Christian 

and the weak Christian will scrutinize our actions. Thus, it is paramount 

that we behave in a manner devoid of hypocrisy, pride, envy, deceit, 

anger, malice, legalism, etc (1 Pet 2:1-10). Our focus must be on 

edifying and encouraging, things rare in the church today! God approves 

when we are walking in Him! God does not approve when we are 

walking by ourselves, comforted in our own petty presumptions and 

ignoring His love and truth! 

 
 

 

Adapted from: Discipleship Tools 

http://www.discipleshiptools.org 

 
Key points 
 
Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 

Key Scripture: Matthew 20:20-28 
 

#1. High Ambition 

 vs.20-21 

 These men were very 
competitive  

 They asked only for a place of 
honour  

 They traded on family ties  
 
#2. High Cost 

 vs.22-23 

 The concept of the “cup” 
speaks of an intense personal 
experience  

 James and John wanted to 
talk about the glory  

 
#3. High Standard 

 Ambition has become 
something of a dirty word in 
our day  

 1 Peter 2:5 & 9 

 Jesus is not  attacking the 
concept of authority  

 Matthew 20:16 
 
“Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne 
and I myself have founded empires; 
but upon what do these creations of 
our genius depend? Upon force. 
Jesus alone founded his empire 
upon love; and to this very day 
millions would die for him.” – Napoleon 

Bonaparte  

 

 Jesus came to serve us so 
that we can serve others  

 

PART FOUR – The Problem of Misguided Ambition 

 


