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Studying through the message during the week helps you 
turn what God is saying to you into action steps. These 
questions and scriptures are designed to help you take 

the next step. 

 
 
Is Jesus the Good Samaritan? 
 

How could anyone be expected to live up to the standard of 
the Samaritan in this story? If that is what God expects, even 
the meticulous lawyer was doomed. Jesus was showing that 
humans cannot meet the perfect requirements of the law. 
Even those who dedicate themselves to it fall short. Jesus is 
the only one to fulfil the law in its deepest intent. Jesus is 
the Good Samaritan. 

Jesus knew that there is nothing we can “do” to earn an 
eternity with a holy God. So he crafted his answer-story at 
two levels of meaning. On the surface, it made the point 
that people ought to love and do good to their enemies. But 
on a deeper level, it addressed the question of eternal life. 
To answer the question, we need to put ourselves in the 
place of the man who was beaten and left to die. He 
represents us—all humanity. The robbers correspond to sin 
and the forces of evil, the devil and his dominion. We do not 
have enough strength to combat these forces, and if we are 
left to ourselves, we will die. 

The priest and the Levite represent the laws and sacrifices 
of the old covenant. They can’t help us. The Good Samaritan 
is the only one who can help. The wine and the oil 
correspond, roughly, to the blood Jesus shed for us and the 
Holy Spirit who dwells in us. That is what heals us. The inn 
could then represent the church, where God puts his people 
to be spiritually nurtured until he returns for them. Jesus 
pays for this ongoing need in our life, too. 

Jesus used the lawyer’s question to show how inadequate for 
salvation even the best human effort is, and how wonderful 
and sure is his work of redemption for humanity. Jesus, and 
only Jesus, can rescue us from the “Way of Blood”—and he 
did it by way of his own blood. 

 

 
Key points 
 
Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 
 

Key Scripture: Luke 10:25-37 
 
 

1. The Question 
 vs.25-29 

 “...a lawyer”  

 “Tell me where my religious 
obligations lie?”  

 The lawyer is looking for a 
loophole 
 
 

2. The Parable 
 vs.30-35 

 “down” from Jerusalem to 
Jericho 

 The “Bloody Way” 

 An “Excuse” – the skin of a 
reason stuffed with a lie  

 The irony - Both men are truly 
and deeply religious  

 The Samaritan has no more 
reason to stop than the priest or 
the Levite 

 “...he took pity on him.” 
 
We remember this nameless Samaritan 
for one reason, because he did 
something! 
 
 

3. The Application 

  Who is my brother? Who is my 
neighbour?  

 This week all of us will walk the 
Jericho Road  

 Ever since Eden the human race 
has been on a journey away 
from Jerusalem  

 Jesus is the Good Samaritan!  

 

PART TWO - Religious Hypocrisy 

 


