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Give Yourself up To God’s Plan  
 

- Examining Vision - 

 
PART NINE 

 

Studying through the message during the week helps you turn what 
God is saying to you into action steps. These questions and 

scriptures are designed to help you take the next step. 

 

Belong, Believe, Become 
 
A conference I attended addressed a vital question: How do we as Christ-
followers minister effectively to the emerging (typically young) post-
modern, post-Christian world? Several presenters and participants 

suggested that the typical evangelical presentation of the gospel does not 
connect well with this group. That presentation goes something like this: 
 

1. Behave: change the way you live. Repent. Act like you belong 
here. 

2. Believe: change the way you think. Have faith. Believe like one of 
us. 

3. Belong: because you have repented and now believe like we do, 

God forgives you and makes you his child. You are now 
reconciled/saved. Welcome to God's family. 

 
The plea of many at the conference was that this order be inverted to one 

like this: 
 

1. Belong: You are accepted by God and by us; you are loved 
unconditionally; you belong. 

2. Believe: Now believe into (receive) this truth, the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

3. Become: And as you believe and live into this truth, your life will 
be transformed from the inside out. 

 
My response to this plea for change is, “Right on!” I think we should invert 
the typical order---not because it would be an effective marketing strategy, 
but because this inverted order is the actual truth of the gospel of God's 
grace in and through Jesus Christ. Indeed, the apostolic gospel focuses on 
Christ and this amazing grace. It focuses on who Jesus truly is, and what he 
actually has done in himself with us and for us. The focus of this gospel is 
Jesus Christ, not our performance, including our belief and behaviour. This 

gospel declares that we are reconciled to God by Jesus Christ apart from 
any effort or merit of our own. It tells us that God accepts and embraces all 
humanity as his forgiven, dearly loved children because of who Jesus is and 
what Jesus has done. All truly are included already. All do belong. And so 

the evangelical (gospel) invitation is simply this: believe and your behaviour 
will follow (you will become). 
 
The order of the actual gospel attested to by the original apostles and 

taught by the early church is not behave, believe, belong; but belong, 
believe, become. This is the order and logic of grace. This is the gospel of 
Christ. And it truly is good news for all people---post-modern, post-
Christian ones included. 

 
 
 

Adapted from – http://thesurprisinggodblog.gci.org 

 

Key points 
 

 
Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 

 

Key Scripture 
 
Matthew 8:34-35 
 
Acts 2:42-47 

 Expectation and Community  
 
“Pastoral care is a task of the total 
Christian community – a task of 
ministering to each other and reaching 
out beyond ourselves.” 

– Howard Stone  
 
Number One  

We have a vision for a church where 
everyone BELONGS  

 Revelation 22:17 

 How can you participate in 
God’s vision?  

 Welcoming people into our 
community  

 
Number Two  

We have a vision for a church where 
everyone is NEEDED  

 1 Corinthians 12:4-6  

 Gifts and Talents 

 1 Corinthians 12:21-22  

 Make a commitment to God 
 
Number Three  

We have a vision for a church where 
everyone is CHANGED  

 Romans 10:13 

 2 Corinthians 3:18 

 No stagnation  

 1 Samuel 10:6 
 

 

Belong…  
   
Believe…  
   
Become…  

 

https://www.gci.org/gospel/everyone

