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The Power of Inclusion 
 

- Examining Koinonia - 

 
PART EIGHT 

 

Studying through the message during the week helps you turn what 
God is saying to you into action steps. These questions and 

scriptures are designed to help you take the next step. 

 
Metanoia, Koinonia and the Goodness of God 
 

Metanoia, when used as a command ("change your mind") needs 
supplementation by context; it needs to be filled with more information 
because we need to know what we are supposed to change our mind 
about. It can be something small (metanoia about how to spell 
"judgment"), to something enormously large (metanoia about your 
religious worldview). The sky is the limit with metanoia, and that is 
precisely the point of the remarkable function of the word in the New 
Testament. It is not restricted, like "repentance", to a narrow meaning 
of pain and sorrow for sin, which we then have to force unnaturally to 
fit with the gospel. It is a change of mind unto the gospel itself. The 
gospel is what the change of mind is about. The preaching of Jesus and 
the apostles speaks to the nous and men change or don't change their 
mind as they hear it. When a man changes his mind at the preaching of 
the gospel, he has experienced metanoia. Thus, the proclamation of 
metanoia at the beginning of the New Testament is the doorway into 
the entire rest of the doctrine of the New Testament: Change your 
mind! About what? Listen! A radical mind shift in the religious world is 
about to happen... no, it is happening now... What we thought about 
God and the law and righteousness and forgiveness is all about to 
change. Hear! Metanoia and believe the gospel! 
 
New Testament metanoia is a divine call to a radical mind-shift in the 
way men think about religion. Therefore "repentance" is an entirely 
unsatisfactory translation of the amazing word "metanoia" which gives a 
completely different feeling to the preaching of Jesus and His apostles. 
Was the major proclamation of Jesus and the apostles "Repent! Feel 
sorry for your sins"? Or was it "Metanoia! Think a new way"! Do you see 
what a difference these two words make? Which one is in keeping with 
the gospel of grace as we know it from the New Testament? Not the 
first, but the second. The gospel calls us to a new way of thinking about 
religion. Whereas men think that they are good, and that obedience to 
the law is the way of salvation, and that the law only requires partial 
obedience, and that most people won't perish, Jesus calls us to believe 
that there is none good, and that no one will be saved by obedience to 
the law, because the law requires perfect obedience, and that broad is 
the road that leads to destruction. The apostles call us to believe that 
the cross of Christ is the power and the wisdom of God, the only way 
whereby we are saved, and live, through faith, while the world thinks 
that the cross is foolishness. Which word best summarizes this kind of 
preaching: "repent", or "metanoia"? Certainly not the first, but the 
second. 
 

Adapted from www.timothyministry.com 

 

Key points 
 

 
Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 

 

Key Scripture 
 
Luke 19:1-10 
 
Koinonia is an ancient Greek word  

1. Political Agreement 
2. Humanitarian / Cosmopolitan 
3. Assimilation 
4. Belonging; Communion; 

Fellowship 
 
Jesus’ discourse on the Church – 
Matthew 18 
Such an examination requires: 

• Intimacy 
• Courage 
• Unity 
• Trust 
• Respect 

 
Matthew 21:28-32  
 

 Jesus was a master includer of 
people 

 Our circle of inclusion will 
govern our influence 

 Inclusion is not merely 
evangelism  

 Inclusion is not just an act 

 Inclusion is an attitude of 
character  

 
Romans 2:4  
 
Repentance:  

• [Greek] metanoia = change of 
mind 

Two words: 
• meta = transfer / change 
• noia = perception / thinking / 

understanding 
 
The goodness of God leads to change  
 
Kindness creates a gap in humanity 

 


