
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

WEEK THREE 
 

Studying through the message during the week helps you 
turn what God is saying to you into action steps. These 
questions and scriptures are designed to help you take 

the next step. 

 
What Balaam did wrong? – mixing truth and error 

 
 An unfaithful prophet.  Balaam, by the powers granted him by 

God, had the opportunity to demonstrate the power of the true 
God against the deception of false gods and idols. When Balaam 
pronounced a blessing or a curse, it worked. Balak said as much 
when he summoned Balaam to curse the Israelites (Numbers 
22:6).Balaam could have helped the Moabites and their 

neighbours to "turn to God from idols, to serve the 
livingGod" (1Thessalonians 1:9). However Balaam let God 
down badly. 
 

 A false prophet.  Balaam was too easily led away from God’s 
truth into error, and he in turn led many others astray (Numbers 
31:8,16, Revelation 2:14). Instead of giving the counsel of God, he 
taught people to practise idolatry and to commit 
fornication (Revelation 2:14). It was his counsel that caused the 
children of Israel to sin and to suffer a terrible plague (Numbers 
25:1-9, Numbers 31:14-16). 
 

 Loved money more than truth.  For all Balaam's talk about 
speaking only what God put into his mouth, he was wishing to 
curse the children of Israel for the generous fee Balak would pay 
him. Instead of loving righteousness, Balaam "loved the wages of 
unrighteousness" (2Peter 2:15-16). Balaam knew what pleased the 
Lord, but what pleased the Lord did not please Balaam. 
 

 Presumed to manipulate God.  Sure, Balaam uttered a blessing 

instead of a curse, but only because God gave him no option. 
What would be the point in Balaam pronouncing a curse, if God 
was going to give a blessing? Balaam would look stupid and 
damage his reputation. However Balaam kept going along with 
Balak's repeated attempts to get a curse from God upon the 
Israelites, because like Balak he hoped that maybe somehow God 
could be pressured into doing a backflip. However, God refused to 
listen, and he was angry with Balaam for 
not rejecting Balak's proposal outright 
from the very first (Numbers 22:12). 
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Key points 
 
 
Think back through the message. 
What stuck out? 
 
 

Key Scripture 
 
Revelation 2:12-17 
 
 
The Pergamum Church 
 
One – No church can live on its past 

 vs.13 
 Affliction 

Two – No church can live on courage 
alone  

 vs.13 

 Satan still has his “thrones” 
today  

 
Three – No church can live with error 

in its midst 

 vs.14-15 
 

“... the church at Pergamum, while not 
committing itself to heresy, had 
become guilty of Broad Churchism, 
attempting to find room within her 
pale for all sorts and conditions of men 
and faiths.”                      G. Campbell Morgan  
 

 Mixture of truth and error  
 
Four – No church can live in a divided 

state forever 

 vs.16 
 
Five – No church can live without a 

word of hope 

 vs.17 

 It’s not enough to be orthodox 

 1 Timothy 1:15 
 

 
 


